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1.0 Introduction 
 
 

 
1.1 Background to the Study 
 
1.1.1 This Characterisation Study was undertaken as part of the preparation of the Edwyn Ralph 

Neighbourhood Development Plan.  The work commenced in the Spring of 2020 and from the 
outset the Study was conceived as a mixture of the effort of local volunteers and professional 
support provided by the Neighbourhood Plan consultant.  The design and execution of the Study 
drew upon the experience of other Neighbourhood Plans. 

 
1.1.2 The Study aims to address the historic character and local distinctiveness of the area.  It also 

identifies buildings and places of historical significance and interest. 
 
 
1.2 The Structure of the Report 
 
1.2.1 The first part of the Report provides an outline of the principal stages of the Study and the 

balance between the desk-based research and more detailed fieldwork. 
 
1.2.2 The second part of the Report describes the overall character of the whole of the 

Neighbourhood Plan area using existing published evidence, based primarily on the 
Herefordshire Landscape Character Assessment (HLCA) and the National Character Areas project 
undertaken by Natural England.  

 
1.2.3 The third part of the Report provides an assessment of the rural parts of the Neighbourhood Plan 

area. 
 
1.2.4 The fourth part of the Report then comprises a detailed assessment of the main settlement – 

Edwyn Ralph.  
 
1.2.5 The final parts of the Report summarise the key findings identified in the Study and a series of 

recommendations on how the Neighbourhood Plan can help to support proposals to address 
these issues.  Unless otherwise stated, the photographs are by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group.  
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2.0  Method  
 
 
2.1 Stages of the study 
 
2.1.1 The Study can be broken down into three key stages which were carried out broadly in the order 

in which they are described here, although there was considerable overlap between the stages in 
some cases. 

 
2.1.2 As a first stage, a desk-based assessment was carried out to consult the substantial amount of 

information which already existed on the Parish area.  This included consultation of the 
Herefordshire Landscape Character Assessment and Historic Environment Record (HER), as well 
as historic and modern mapping. 

 
2.1.3 The second stage was the training of members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – all 

local volunteers; followed by the third stage of fieldwork – the great majority of which was 
undertaken by the volunteers.  This was based in part on a survey tool developed by Planning Aid 
England and subsequently used in a number of Neighbourhood Development Plans nationally. 

  
2.1.4 The third stage was the compilation of the final Report for community engagement which took 

place in December 2020.  This took the form of a summary leaflet being issued to all households 
in the Parish outlining the key findings and recommendations of the work.  The leaflet was also 
published on the Neighbourhood Plan website and the full printed version of the Report was 
available on request.  No representations were made to this consultation and the final version of 
the Report was published in January 2021. 

 
 
2.2 Desk-based characterisation 
 
2.2.1 A primary purpose of the initial desk-based element of the study was to review existing studies 

into the character of the area.  This review was used to determine which parts of the area would 
benefit from a more detailed assessment.   

 
2.2.2 The starting point for the study was the Herefordshire Landscape Character Assessment (HLCA) 

published by the Council in 2004 as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).  The HLCA was 
started in 1997 through a funding partnership involving the former Hereford & Worcester 
County Council, the District Councils, Countryside Commission, Forestry Commission, 
Environment Agency, English Heritage and Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).  The HLCA 
took account of and integrated with the Countryside Agency Countryside Character project and 
the English Nature Natural Areas study. 

 
2.2.3 The HLCA covers the whole of Herefordshire and provides a sound assessment of the character 

of the Neighbourhood Plan area as a whole.  However, the HLCA recognises that for preparation 
of more detailed studies such as Parish Plans and Neighbourhood Plans, the HLCA ‘must be 
considered an over-view to which the local community will need to add the finer grain in detail in 
order to produce a meaningful and useful document’ (HLCA SPD para 6.1.3).   
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2.2.4 For the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan it was considered that this more detailed finer grain 

assessment would be required for the whole of the area, with an emphasis on Edwyn Ralph 
which is the principal settlement in the area located in the centre of the Parish.  This focus on 
Edwyn Ralph was adopted in response to the strategic planning framework set out in the 
Herefordshire Core Strategy which forms the statutory context for the Neighbourhood Plan.  
Policy RA2 of the Core Strategy identifies Edwyn Ralph settlement as the principal location for 
housing growth within the Neighbourhood Plan area.  The Policy recognises Edwyn Ralph as a 
‘smaller settlement’ in the overall settlement hierarchy, and in these locations new development  
‘will be expected to demonstrate particular attention to the form, layout, character and setting 
of the site and its location in that settlement and/or they result in development that contributes 
to or is essential to the social well-being of the settlement concerned’.  This study will provide a 
key part of the evidence base to determine the most appropriate locations within the settlement 
where new development could be directed.     

 
2.2.5 Outside Edwyn Ralph settlement, the Core Strategy severely restricts new development and so it 

was not considered that such a detailed assessment of its character would be required.  Instead, 
a lighter touch approach was taken, based heavily on the HLCA supplemented by fieldwork.  

 
 
2.3 Training of the Steering Group  
 
2.3.1 Volunteers were recruited from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to contribute to the 

characterisation Study. Training was provided in February 2020 which included a fieldwork 
exercise in the nearby village of Pencombe. 

 
 
2.4 Fieldwork 
 
2.4.1 Fieldwork was conducted between March and August 2020.  It involved visiting the six-character 

areas within Edwyn Ralph settlement for intensive assessment and the rural parts of the Parish 
for a lighter touch assessment and completing a character assessment proforma for each.  The 
planning consultant provided a level of objectivity and consistency in reviewing the output from 
the fieldwork and preparing this report.  
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3.0  Desk-based assessment 
 
 
3.0.1 In this section the existing evidence base is summarised – mainly in the form of the HCLA as 

described in Section 2.0.  The HLCA identifies 22 distinctive landscape character types within the 
County.  Each of the landscape character types is described in detail with additional information 
relating to design guidelines and management issues.  The landscape character types within and 
adjacent to the Neighbourhood Plan area are shown on Map 1 below. 

 
Map 1 – HLCA Landscape Character Types  

 

 
 
3.0.2  The vast majority of the Neighbourhood Plan area is covered by one landscape character type – 

Timbered Plateau Farmlands.  This landscape type is described as being characterised by varied, 
agricultural landscapes of hedged fields, scattered farms, woods and wooded valleys associated 
with undulating relief.  The dominant landform is one of the most prominent characteristics and 
variations in topography create a changing sequence of visual perspectives – ranging from wide 
open vistas on higher ground to more secluded views in the valley bottoms.  The HLCA priority 
for these areas is the conservation and enhancement of existing hedgerows and woodland with a 
focus on replacing lost hedgerow oaks.  Other key measures include conserving and restoring 
tree cover along dingles and stream-sides and maintaining the existing dispersed settlement 
pattern.  The HLCA recommends that new housing could be accommodated as modest additions 
to existing villages or hamlet clusters or as individual dwellings. 

 
3.0.3 These landscape character types were used to classify the whole of the County into a series of 12 

sub-regional character areas which broadly correspond to the National Character Areas 
identified by Natural England.  These sub-regional character areas are described in detail below.    
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3.1 The landscape in a sub-regional context  
 
3.1.1 The area falls within entirely one sub-regional character area – the Bromyard Plateau as shown 

on Map 2 below. 
 

Map 2 – Regional Character Areas  

 
 
3.1.2 The Bromyard Plateau (also referred to as the Herefordshire Plateau) covers an extensive area of 

land in north-east Herefordshire.  The Bromyard Plateau is a generally level area of land at an 
elevation of around 200m rising abruptly from the Herefordshire Lowlands to the west and the 
Teme Valley to the north.   

 
3.1.3 The LCA describes the Bromyard Plateau as tranquil and largely undisturbed - being deeply rural 

and largely escaping the pressures of modern development.  The area has retained much of its 
historical built character and is sparsely populated with hamlets, isolated churches, small manor 
houses, local country houses within parks and traditional buildings.    Medium to large arable 
fields characterise the open, flatter ground of the Bromyard Plateau with smaller and more 
irregular areas of pasture and mixed farming being present on the undulating and steeper valley 
sides of the rivers Teme, Lugg and Frome.  The area contains tranquil ancient woodland with 
traditional orchards that support veteran trees.  Most villages are dominated by buildings built 
using local reddish brown and grey sandstones with a number of examples of the timber frame 
tradition.  The settlements are connected by a network of narrow, often deeply sunken lanes.  

 
3.1.5 The key elements of the landscape within the Neighbourhood Plan area as described in the HLCA 

are: 
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 The Plan area is characterised by the gently rolling elevated countryside of the Bromyard 
Plateau.  The topography of the area is shown on Map 3. The highest point is on the 
northernmost boundary to the south of Hubbage at 215m above sea level.  From this 
point the land falls away on all sides with the exception of a minor shelf of flat land 
occupied by Edwyn Ralph village and the B4124 road.  The western and southern 
boundaries of the Parish are formed by watercourses – the River Frome to the west and 
the Tedstone Brook to the east, with the Edwyn Ralph ‘shelf’ forming the watershed 
between the two.   
 

 A geology of Old Red Sandstones.  The Bromyard Plateau is overlain by shallow, poor soils 
and heavier loams and clays in the narrow valleys where they have cut into the 
underlying mudstones.   

 
 Medium to large arable fields characterise the more gently sloping northern and eastern 

parts of the area to the north-west and east of Edwyn Ralph village. As the land falls away 
more steeply to the west and south the field sizes are generally smaller and irregular in 
shape.   

 
 Wide and varied views over much of the area but particularly from the higher ground in 

the north-west and the settlement of Edwyn Ralph. 
 

Map 3 – Topography  

 
 

 A variety of farmsteads and farm buildings from many periods illustrating changing 
agricultural trends and close associations with livestock production and mixed farming.  
The Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Project identifies a number of traditional 
farmsteads in the Plan area and these are shown on Map 4. 
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 A strong sense of history and historical land use settlement.  Rich evidence of historic 
settlement including the Norman castle, Parish Church and associated shrunken medieval 
settlement at Edwyn Ralph to the immediate south of the modern ‘main’ village.  
 

 A distinctive, often narrow network of sunken or hedged lanes. 
 
 Areas of ancient and semi natural woodland representing the remnants of the once much 

larger Edwyn Wood in the north of the Parish as shown on Map 4.  The ancient woodland is 
dominated by ash, oak and field maple.   

 
 Extensive network of hedgerows with prominent hedgerow trees, and veteran trees 

scattered across the area including ancient oaks which form important habitats for 
invertebrates.  

 
 A low density of development characterised by a scattering of houses and farmsteads 

across the majority of the area, with the only significant group of dwellings being the 
village of Edwyn Ralph along the B4214, and the shrunken medieval settlement to its 
immediate south. 

 
 The majority of traditional rural buildings are of sandstone rubble construction and a 

number of timber structures.  By contrast, Edwyn Ralph village is predominantly made up 
of post-war brick built residential properties of a scale and design uncharacteristic of the 
surrounding rural area.     

 
Map 4 – Historic assets  
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3.1.6 The National Character Area profile produced by Natural England for each of the LCAs sets out a 
wide-ranging series of opportunities to maintain and strengthen the character of the Bromyard 
Plateau. These include: 
 

 Protect, manage and enhance the mosaic of semi-natural habitats including ancient 
woodlands, wood pasture and parkland and traditional hedgerows. 

 Protect and appropriately manage the distinctive character of the landscape, conserving 
and enhancing the historic environment and features, settlement pattern, geodiversity, 
tranquillity and sense of place. 

 Protect and manage the water environment (rivers, streams and other waterbodies) as a 
multifunctional resource, and conserve and protect the quality and quantity of surface 
water.  
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4.0 Rural Area Assessment 
 
 
4.0.1 This section of the Report provides an assessment of those parts of the Parish outside the 

settlement of Edwyn Ralph as shown on Map 5 below. 
 

Map 5 – rural area assessment 

 
 

4.1 The Area 
 

4.1.1 The Parish is made up of an extensive tract of land some 2.2km north to south and 2.6km east to 
west.  The Parish is irregular in shape but broadly aligned on a north-west to south-east axis.  The 
modern village is located in the north-centre of the Parish with open countryside surrounding it 
to the west, south and east.  The original medieval settlement containing the Parish Church is 
located in the centre of the area to the south of the modern village. 
 

4.1.2 Topography & landform 
 

4.1.3 As set out in para 3.1.5 above, the Area is made up of elevated countryside typical of the 
Bromyard plateau.  The highest point is on the northernmost boundary to the south of Hubbage 
at 215m above sea level.  From this point the land falls away on all sides, with the lowest point in 
the Parish on the southernmost boundary at 110m above sea level.   
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4.1.4 The western, southern and eastern boundaries of the Parish are formed by watercourses which 
cut into the Bromyard plateau – the River Frome to the west and the Tedstone Brook to the 
south and east.  These watercourses flow through minor valleys, with the Tedstone Brook valley 
near Bodkin Hall being particularly steep sided.   
 

 
Image 1 – Bodkin Hall and the valley of the Tedstone Brook 
 

4.1.5 The modern village occupies a minor shelf of land at 185m above sea level, connected to the 
Hubbage by a spur.  This spur, and the shelf on which the village is located forms a watershed 
between the River Frome and the Tedstone Brook.  
 

4.1.6 To the west of the Hubbage and the spur which connects it to the village is a minor valley 
extending westwards and dropping to The Hortons on the far western boundary of the Parish.  
This valley forms an important part of the setting of the modern village. 
 

4.1.7 With the exception of the valley of the Tedstone Brook, the majority of the western and 
southern parts of the Parish, around the Hortons, the Parish Church, Brickhouse Farm and 
Townsend Farm are gently undulating and elevated, providing far reaching views and a strong 
sense of openness. 
  

4.1.8 Land uses 
  

4.1.9 There are two remaining, working farms (Townsend and New Cross) and some old farmsteads 
which are no longer working farms (Old Cross, Brick House, Black Venn, Pound, Hortons).  
The original village forge (Forge Cottage) and oast house (The Pound) are also in the Area.   
  

4.1.10 The original, medieval settlement lies in the centre of the Area to the south of the modern 
village.  Its principal features are the motte and bailey castle and early 12th century church with 
surrounding churchyard, still in use for burials. 
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4.1.11 The majority of the land is used for mixed agricultural use but mainly arable the further away 
from the village centre one travels. 
 

 
Image 2 – gently undulating pasture to the south of the village around Upper House Farm 
 

4.1.12 The fields that are closest to and adjoin the village settlement are mostly grass pasture used for 
grazing animals which include cattle, sheep, donkeys and horses. The exception to this to the 
immediate west south west of the village is a large triangular shape field and its point forms the 
meeting of the B4214 with the lane to Thornbury at New Cross Farm. This field has been mostly 
used for growing forage maize or stubble turnips in recent years. Occasionally sheep will be 
brought in to ‘clean’ the land and add useful organic material. 
 

4.1.13 On the other side of the valley and to the north of Edwyn Wood rising to the highest point in the 
Parish, the land is again mainly arable use often alternating between wheat and forage maize. To 
the south and south east of the settlement, grass pasture gives way to more arable use again but 
with a preponderance of forage maize due to the near proximity of both a large dairy farm and 
suckler herd. This land is also sometimes rotated with wheat.  The land that includes the historic 
monument close the Edwyn Ralph church (image 3) is kept as grass pasture and usually grazed by 
cattle or sheep.  
 



Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Development Plan  September 2020 
Characterisation Study 
 

 
 

 
Page  12 

 
Image 3 – pasture adjacent to the Parish Church 
 

4.1.14 There are a limited number of areas of woodland, the most significant being Edwyn Wood to the 
north of the modern village, and the much smaller Tilbury plantation in the east. 
  

4.1.15 Roads, streets, routes 
 

 
Image 4 – hedge lined lane in the NW of the Parish 
 

4.1.16 The B4214 bisects the Area, running from the north-eastern boundary near Woodbank Farm, 
through the modern village, to a point adjacent to Tack Farm some 700m to the south.  There is 
a limited network of minor lanes in the area, more extensive to the west of the B4214 linking the 
village to Thornbury.  The eastern part of the Parish has very limited vehicular access, principally 
via Church Lane which serves Black Venn, Bodkin Hall, Brickhouse Farm, Townsend Farm and the 
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cluster of buildings around the medieval settlement including Ralph Court.  These lanes are 
generally lined by mature hedgerows with a strong tree presence as shown on image 4.   
 

4.1.17 Opposite Ralph Court, a narrow lane leads to Upper House (and originally also to The Manor/The 
Court prior to access from the B4214).  Opposite Townsend Farm, can be seen the beginnings of 
an unmade track which, until the early 20th century, served as the main carriageway to 
Bromyard (see image 5 below). 
 

4.1.18 There is a limited network of public footpaths, with greatest levels of access in the area to the 
east of the B4214.  The principal route is the Herefordshire Trail which runs from Hubbage in the 
north, through the modern and medieval settlements before leaving the Parish on its southern 
boundary.   
 

 
Image 5 – the unmade track opposite Townsend Farm 
 

4.1.19 Settlement pattern and buildings 
 

4.1.20 The Rural Area contains the original medieval settlement and, within it, the Parish Church and 
the remains of the Norman castle. 
 

4.1.21 Settlement within the Area is very limited and dispersed over a wide area.   It contains two 
working farms (New Cross and Townsend), and a number of traditional farmsteads which have 
become residential, with outbuildings which have been converted to accommodate varied 
activities such as waste disposal (The Hortons), juice bottling (Brickhouse Farm), and 
equestrianism (Pound Farm). The Rectory became Ralph Court in the early 2000's, and opened 
its themed garden to the public, thus becoming a tourist attraction. Taken together, the 
introduction of these commercial uses into the area, and vehicle movements associated with 
them, has eroded the sense of rural tranquillity in some parts of the Parish.    There are 14 other 
residential properties in the Area, including 4 listed buildings covered in more detail in the 
section headed 'Landmarks and Historic Features'. 
 

4.1.22 Buildings are constructed of a variety of materials including sandstone rubble (the Hortons and 
Parish Church), timber frame with brick / stone fill (Townsend Farm and Old Cross Farm) and 
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brick (the Pound).  The farmsteads in particular are built of a rich mix of materials related to the 
organic nature of their evolution in response to changing farming practices and economic 
conditions.  
 

4.1.23 Landmarks and historic features 
 

4.1.24 The Parish Church is the principal historic feature of the Area. It is set in the grounds of a 
tranquil churchyard and adjoins the motte and bailey to the south-west. This forms the historic 
setting of the original medieval settlement, before evolution of the modern village within Edwyn 
Wood to the north. These features, together with a further 6 listed and other buildings of 
historic interest, are covered in more detail below. 
 

4.1.25 Motte and Bailey castle (image 6).  A Scheduled Ancient Monument (no. 1005371) protected by 
law, this comprises a circular mound 2.1m high and 30m in diameter, densely covered by 
vegetation, and surrounded by a ditch some 2m deep and 50m in diameter. 
 

4.1.26 There is no evidence of a building on the mound, but foundations of buildings have been found 
inside the bailey, and evidence of earthworks between the motte, and the church to the north-
east. 
 

 
Image 6 – the Norman motte and bailey castle 
 

4.1.27 The Parish Church of St Michael and All Angels - grade ll* listed (image 7).  Built of local 
sandstone with a clay tile roof, the two-section nave and chancel date to C1170, with the south 
door a mixture of 12th and 13th century work. The stocky west tower, with its pyramid roof and 
spirelet of slatted wood, was added in the early 13th century, and the porch to the south door 
and north vestry were 19th century additions.  Significant restoration work took place in 1862 
and 1885, which included the addition of some perpendicular windows, although a small, 
Norman window, remains on the north side of the chancel. 
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Image 7 – the Parish Church 
 

4.1.28 Townsend Farmhouse - grade ll listed (image 8).  17th century farmhouse of timber frame and 
brick nogging, with late 18th century red brick front. A two-storey structure having wood 
casement windows with segmental heads and a slate roof with gable ends.  A timber frame and 
stone wing, with a hipped tile roof has been added to the east. Still a working farm, outbuildings 
include sizeable cow sheds and several barns. Townsend Farm was part of a parcel of land 
owned by the Saltmarsh Castle Estate. The sale particulars of the estate when it was auctioned 
off in 1919 describe Townsend Farm as a brick-built slate-roofed building with five bedrooms, a 
sitting room, two kitchens, dairy and scullery.  Townsend Farm is a Historic Farm recorded as 
part of the Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project. 
 

 
Image 8 – Townsend Farm  
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4.1.29 Old Cross Farmhouse - grade ll listed (image 9).  Built early in the 17th century on a T-shape 
plan, it is a timber frame structure with painted brick nogging. Some of the timber frame is 
exposed. It has a tile roof with gable ends to the south and west, and a stone stack to the north. 
It is of two storeys with wood casement windows.  Outbuildings include a timber, weatherboard 
barn with sloping, flat metal roof, and an open-fronted car port in similar weatherboarding, with 
a pitched tile roof. These are arranged around a gravel courtyard, in a U-shape, with the 
farmhouse on the north side.  Old Cross Farm is a Historic Farm recorded as part of the 
Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project. 
 

 
Image 9 – Old Cross Farmhouse 
 

4.1.30 Barn north-east of Brickhouse Farmhouse - grade ll listed (image 10).  A 17th century timber 
frame building, with red brick nogging and diamond pattern air vents, set on stone foundations. 
It has a low-pitched slate roof with gable ends. 
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Image 10 – Barn at Brickhouse Farm 
 

4.1.31 The Farmhouse – grade II listed itself also dates from at least the 17th century and probably one 
of the earliest recorded of the remaining post-medieval buildings in Edwyn Ralph.  The first 
mention of a Brickhouse is in 1651 in entry 412 of the Kyre Park Charters. The entry refers to a 
previous occupant, suggesting that the farmstead had already been in existence for some time.  
It is of timber frame and rubble construction with painted brick nogging. It has a pitched tile roof 
with gable ends and wood, casement windows.  Outbuildings, on both sides of the lane, include 
further barns and disused cow sheds together with modern, metal industrial units. 
 

 
Image 11 – Ralph Court 
 

4.1.32 Other, non-listed buildings of interest, to the east of the B4214, include Ralph Court, a neo-
Tudor Rectory built in 1849-50 for Revd. Arthur Lucton Childe. It is built of red sandstone with 
Cradley stone window surrounds, and has a mix of strait and shaped gables. Tall, brick chimneys 
sit atop a pitched tile roof (see image 11).  Some 500m north-west of the church.  The building 
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replaced an earlier parsonage on the site which was reported to be of great age when inspected 
in 1849, and of such poor condition that it was condemned to make way for the existing rectory.  
The Rectory is set in extensive gardens which are now open to the public as Ralph Court 
Gardens. 
 

4.1.33 The Pound is some 250m north-west of the Parish Church, and opposite the field containing 
the motte and bailey. Originally built in the early 19th century as an oast house, it is built of 
red brick with a pitched, tile roof, a gable end to the west, and a distinctive single, round 
kiln oast house in the south-east corner (see image 12 below). This oast house having a steeper 
pitched tile roof, its cowl and vane having been removed later when hop-drying ceased here and 
it became an equestrian property.  The Pound is a Historic Farm recorded as part of the 
Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project. 
 

 
Image 12 - The Pound, showing the brick hop-kiln 
 

4.1.34 Outbuildings include an L-shape stable block, facing a stone courtyard, and a covered riding 
school to the rear of the house. The remainder of the 1.7 acres is largely paddock. 
 

4.1.35 Forge Cottage (see image 13 below) lies at the southern-most point of the Area. It contains the 
original village forge and workshop on its south side. Built in the mid-19th century of local 
sandstone with a pitched, clay tile roof, the cottage has now been rendered and painted.  
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Image 13 – Forge Cottage 
 

4.1.36 It lies at the southern-most point of the Area, along the east side of the B4214. 
 

4.1.37 Green and natural features 
 

4.1.38 The Parish is described as Timbered Plateau Farmland in the HCLA. This incorporates ‘varied, 
agricultural landscapes of hedged fields, scattered farms, woods and wooded valleys associated 
with undulating relief. The dominant landform is one of the most prominent characteristics and 
tends to override the patterns of tree cover and field shape. 
 

4.1.39 The principal green features are Edwyn Wood and the extensive network of hedgerows and 
associated hedgerow trees. While average field sizes have increased over the years to allow 
increasing mechanisation most of the hedgerows in the Parish are ancient comprising typical 
native species such as blackthorn, elder, field maple, hawthorn, hazel and holly interspersed with 
mainly oak and ash trees. Mistletoe is a familiar parasitic feature of many of the trees in the 
area.  
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Image 14 – landscape to the south-east of Brickhouse Farm showing undulating relief with  
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.  
 

4.1.40 The landscape contains a range of native tree species including oak, ash, damson, 
wild cherry, willow, beech, hornbeam and rowan amongst others. These stretches of woodland 
provide food and shelter for wildlife as well as managed species of game birds such as pheasant 
and partridge. 
 

4.1.41 Views 
 

 
Image 15 – long-distance view west from the highest point in the Parish. 
 

4.1.42 The elevated nature of the Parish provides far-reaching views across much of Herefordshire and 
beyond including the Malvern Hills, May Hill and the Black Mountains of Wales.  By contrast, the 



Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Development Plan  September 2020 
Characterisation Study 
 

 
 

 
Page  21 

valleys forming the western and eastern boundaries of the Parish have a more intimate 
character.   
 

4.1.43 At the highest point in the Parish, the large field which borders Edwyn Wood enjoys spectacular 
views to the east and north east towards Great Witley. To the west and south west, the field also 
enjoys views across a valley of patchwork fields rising in the distance to the Bredenbury ridge 
and Wacton. Walking from the highest point gradually downhill in a westerly direction, Edwyn 
Wood on the left-hand side gives way to further spectacular views towards Bromyard Downs and 
the Malvern Hills. This high vantage point provides some far-reaching vistas across traditional 
English countryside. A patchwork of fields bordered by mature and often historic hedgerows and 
also mature trees, many of which are oak. Sometimes these trees are part of hedgerows but also 
many have been left standing in the open spaces of fields which is unusual. Many areas of the 
country, particularly in the Midlands and east of England lost such mature trees as intensive 
farming methods and ever-larger farm machinery necessitated their removal from the middle of 
fields. 
 

4.1.44 To the south and east of the village, the views from this land are again extensive looking as they 
do across the valley towards Bromyard Downs and the Malvern Hills beyond. As the land drops 
away gradually in its descent to the river Teme, the same view changes according to topography. 
The Herefordshire Trail takes in much of this area and its views. There is a striking view back 
toward the steeple of St Michael’s church as shown on image 16 taken from the Herefordshire 
Trail. 
 

 
Image 16 – Parish Church from the Herefordshire Trail near Brickhouse farm 
 

4.1.45 From the lane between Brickhouse Farm and the gates of The Black Venn, there are further 
stunning views across farmland adorned with 200-year-old oak trees as shown on image 17. In 
the distance on the next ridge can been seen the church at Edvin Loach.  
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Image 17 – view from the lane near Brickhouse Farm 
 

4.1.46 On the other side of the lane looking south, one looks up towards Bromyard Downs which form 
the backdrop to this valley. At one point, and despite being now on lower ground, one can see 
across to catch a glimpse of May Hill (20 miles distance) on the southern border of Herefordshire 
with Gloucestershire. 
 

4.1.47 By contrast, the lower lying valley of the Tedstone Brook between Bodkin Hall and the Black 
Venn marking the eastern boundary of the Parish is characterised by more intimate views 
through mature woodland with occasional views through gaps in the trees as shown on image 1 
above.  
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4.2  Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 
 

4.2.1 The fieldwork has confirmed the overall findings of the HCLA summarized in Section 3.0 of this 
Report – a deeply tranquil and peaceful area with a landscape that has largely survived the 
pressures of the modern world. The work has also added a finer grain understanding of the area 
– identifying the key buildings, views, historic and natural features which all combine to create a 
special and distinctive character.  The key features of the area are shown on Map 6 below. 
 

Map 6 – Rural Area – key features 

 
 

4.2.2 The elevated topography, the ‘shelf’ and spur and the valleys on the edges of the Parish are the 
dominant elements of its character and set the framework within which the landscape has 
evolved.     
 

4.2.3 Edwyn Wood forms an extensive tract of ancient woodland to the north of the modern village, 
and a number of smaller areas of woodland can be seen particularly on the lower lying land in 
the east of the Parish.  Fields vary in size but are typically enclosed by an extensive network of 
hedgerows, in addition to their aesthetic value, hedgerows provide important habitats for a 
number of species, particularly mammals. 
 

4.2.4 Outside of the modern village, settlement is of a very low density and dispersed, the principal 
cluster being the medieval settlement, with a number of farmsteads, converted rural buildings 
and free-standing dwelling houses scattered across the rest of the area.  
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4.2.5 New development is therefore best accommodated through modest additions to the existing 
settlement of Edwyn Ralph, or through the sensitive conversion of existing buildings in the 
surrounding countryside consistent with the strategic planning framework set out in the 
Herefordshire Core Strategy. 
 

4.2.6 The area contains a rich legacy of historic buildings and has a strong sense of continuity 
evidenced in the Norman motte and bailey castle and the associated medieval settlement – a 
phenomenon typical of Herefordshire and a legacy of the de-population of the area from the late 
middle ages.  
 

4.2.7 The area has a strong sense of space and openness, particularly in the more elevated north-west 
and west of the Parish where tree cover is more limited, and the southern, western and eastern 
edges of the modern village.  There is a huge variety of views – from long distance expansive 
vistas in the north and from around the modern village, to the intimate and sheltered valley 
which forms the eastern edge of the Parish.  
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5.0  Detailed assessment of Edwyn Ralph Settlement 
 
 
5.0.1 This section of the Report provides a detailed assessment of Edwyn Ralph settlement.  
 
5.0.2  History and evolution 
 
5.0.3 The medieval settlement of Edwyn Ralph was centered around the Church and castle earthworks 

to the south of the modern village.  The 1816 Thomas Budgen map of Herefordshire shows that 
by the early 19th century, with the exception of the Church and a number of buildings along 
Church Lane, the medieval village had largely disappeared.  

 
5.0.4 The evolution of the modern village is shown on Map 7, based largely on the series of Ordnance 

Survey maps produced between 1887 and today.  
 

Map 7 – evolution of the main settlement 

  
5.0.5 The map shows three main phases of development: 

 
 the late 19th century settlement;  
 the development of parts of Edwyn Wood in the mid-20th century; 
 a process of infill and intensification in the latter half of the 20th century and early 21st 

century. 
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5.0.6 These phases are described in more detail below. 
 

5.0.7 The late 19th century settlement was limited to The Manor and Upper House Farm, and a small 
cluster of buildings fronting onto the B4214 itself - The Hollings, Hollings Cottage, Woodhouse 
Farm and a now disappeared dwelling to the north of Woodhouse Farm.  Both Upper House 
Farm and The Manor were accessed via the lane to the Parish Church rather than the B4214.  
The dominant feature on the northern side of the road was Edwyn Wood which was more than 
double its current size, extending much further west than it does today.    

 
5.0.8 The settlement retained its late 19th century structure until the mid-late 20th century.  The most 

significant change took place by the time of the 1948-54 map which shows around 26 additional 
dwellings compared with the 1904 map.  This development was focused into two main areas 
both of which were within Edwyn Wood – principally on the eastern side of Wood Lane and on a 
smaller scale on the western side of the modern settlement along the B4214 and the lane known 
as Edwyn Wood.  This phase of settlement took the form of small dwelling houses set in large 
plots, those on Wood Lane extending far into the wood.   

 
5.0.9 Between 1954 and 1972 a further 15 dwellings were built, and with the exception of Meadow 

Croft wholly on the northern side of the B4214.  This phase of development took the form of a 
combination of infilling of land between the plots created by 1954, and most significantly, the 
development of 12 Council houses at The Crest.  Since 1972 further infilling has taken place 
resulting in an additional 18 dwellings.  The principal area of post 1972 development was the 
triangular block of land between the Crest, the B4214 and the footpath to the east of Sundown.  
This area is now occupied by nine dwellings, compared with just two in 1982. 

 
5.0.10 Across the settlement as a whole, the Ordnance Survey maps also reveal a process of 

replacement and redevelopment of the houses shown on the 1954 map, and some 
intensification and sub-division of the plots.  This intensification and sub-division is particularly 
the case in the western part of the settlement and the triangular block of land described in para 
5.0.9 above.  By contrast, the settlement pattern along Wood Land has largely retained the 
character established by 1954.   
 

 
5.0.11 Defining the Character Areas 
 
5.0.12 The settlement was divided into six-character areas as shown on Map 8 for the purposes of the 

fieldwork.  The areas were identified on the basis of a desk-top review of existing and historic 
mapping, aerial photography and local knowledge  
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Map 8 – Edwyn Ralph settlement character areas  

 
 

5.0.13 In summary, Area B forms the ‘linear’ part of the settlement along the line of the B4214, with 
Areas A and F distinct areas which formed part of the first phase of post-war development.  Area 
H is the block of Council Housing and Areas E and G the north-western and south-eastern setting.  
These seven Character Areas are shown on Map 8 and described in more detail below. 
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5.1  Area A – Wood Lane 
 
 

5.1.1 Area A is of an irregular shape forming the north-west corner of the settlement, with Area G to 
the south-west, Areas H and B to the south-east, and Edwyn Wood to the north 
and north-east. 
 

5.1.2 Topography 
 

5.1.3 Through the centre of the Area is a finger of roughly level land at around 186m in height 
along which runs Wood Lane, linking the shelf of land to the south on which the rest of the 
settlement is located, with rising land to the north-west. To the south-west of Wood Lane 
a minor valley, occupied by a stream, falls away in a south-westerly direction (described in 
Area G). To the north-east the land falls away steadily to the Parish boundary. 
 

5.1.4 Land-uses 
 

5.1.5 11 detached bungalows, 8 detached houses and the Group Parish Village Hall occupy the Area. 
Five of the dwellings and the Village Hall are on the south-west side of The Crest/Wood Lane, 
with the remaining 12 on the north side. These 17 dwellings, together with the Village  
Hall, are aligned to The Crest and Wood Lane and are accessed from them. 
 

5.1.6 A further 2 dwellings (The Nook and Bramblewood) occupy land cleared from Edwyn Wood,  
behind Edwyn House (within Area B). These are the only two properties in the Area accessed  
directly from the B4214 along long drive-ways which run between Beecroft and Edwyn House. 
 

5.1.7 Layout 
 

5.1.8 The layout of the 17 properties accessed from The Crest/Wood Lane is of single plot depth, 
linear form, aligned to the road, with the majority on the north side. Most of the  
properties front onto the road, but with some are at right-angles and some built at an angle. The 
two properties accessed from the B4214, are set back from the road, behind Edwyn House at the 
end of long drive-ways, and are the only two properties in the Area which do not follow linear 
form. 
 

5.1.9 The majority of properties in the Area are set in spacious plots of generally at least 1,000sqm on 
the southern side of Wood Lane and generally double that size on the northern side.  A number 
are in extensive grounds 'carved out' of Edwyn Wood, and several, on the north side of Wood 
Lane are still surrounded by the trees of Edwyn Wood. The majority of properties also have 
associated outbuildings in the grounds.  The Village Hall is set back from the road, on the south 
side, between Kendal and Appledore. 
 

5.1.10 Roads, streets, routes 
 

5.1.11 The Crest and Wood Lane form a straight-line, at a right-angle to the B4214 between Highwood 
and Oaklands, mid-way through the settlement.  The Crest is a tarmac road some 120m long 
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which leads directly into the unmade Wood Lane for a further 300m. This section of unmade 
road regularly becomes very potholed.  
 

 
Image 18 view north along Wood Lane showing semi-rural character with the Village Hall car park on the left 
 

5.1.12 The Herefordshire Trail footpath continues at the north-east point of the Area at the end of 
Wood Lane. Another public footpath runs along the west perimeter of the Area, crossing Wood 
Lane at a point roughly mid-way, before continuing northwards between Marchwood 
and Glen Oaks and turning north-east into Edwyn Wood. 
 

5.1.13 Spaces 
 

5.1.14 There is a public car-park in front of the village hall, and a grassed area to the side, with benches. 
The hall and surrounding grounds occupy an area of some 100m x 30m. between Kendal in The 
Crest, and Appledore in Wood Lane. 
 

5.1.15 Buildings and historic features 
 

5.1.16 The vast majority of these dwellings were built during the second half of the 20th century 
through the process of the development of areas of Edwyn Wood. In some cases, the existing 
dwellings date from the initial period of development in the 1950s, while others are associated 
with the redevelopment of these plots to provide more modern accommodation, or through the 
infilling of vacant plots. A government survey of 1939 (held in place of the census due in 1941) 
shows only The Beeches in Wood Lane, and an earlier building on the site of The Nook and 
bearing the same name, existed at that time. 
 

5.1.17 All have been individually designed, and some have been self-built, with the owner buying 
plots of land and living in temporary accommodation on site during the, sometimes lengthy 
building process. 
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Image 19 – one and a half storey dwelling on the northern side of Wood Lane 
 

5.1.18 There is a roughly equal mix of houses and bungalows, the properties in this Area are of widely 
differing sizes, shapes and styles, but generally unfussy and relatively simple in design.  There is a 
mix of materials, giving the Area a very piecemeal and organic pattern of development.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 20 – one and a half storey house with dominant central bay and extensive roof 
 

5.1.19 Of the five dwellings on the south-west side of The Crest/Wood Lane, three are single storey 
bungalows and two are one-and-a-half storey houses with dormer windows.  The north side of 
Wood Lane comprises eight bungalows and four one-and-a-half or two storey houses and all but 
four of the properties have dormer and /or Velux windows cut into the roof, making the use of 
dormer windows and high roof to wall ratio very much the dominant characteristic of properties 
in this Area. 
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Image 21 – the Village Hall 

 
5.1.20 The Village Hall (image 21) is the largest building in the Area, and is single storey with the 

principle elevation to the road of brick with a low pitch roof. 
 

5.1.21 The properties are generally set well apart in large plots, particularly on the northern side of 
Wood Lane and some between trees, especially on the north-east side of Wood Lane, giving a 
semi-rural and secluded character.   Some of the larger houses, again on the north-east side of 
Wood Lane, are set back behind tall hedges or walls. 
 

5.1.22 A number of planning applications available from the Council's planning register of post-1997 
decisions have been submitted for development in the Area, which provide further evidence to 
inform this Report.   
 

5.1.23 Planning application P184324 proposed rear and side extensions and associated changes to the 
roof structure through the introduction of five Juliet balconies to Kendal - a single storey 
property to the immediate south of the Village Hall on the south-west side of Wood Lane. 
Planning permission was refused in June 2019 on the grounds that the proposals would be a 
substantial departure from the existing structure that would result in a building much larger than 
the existing dwelling in terms of overall height, massing and footprint. It was also considered 
that the introduction of the proposed Juliet balconies would be 'at odds with the character of 
surrounding properties and also not in keeping with the character of the wider village'. 
 

5.1.24 The officers report associated with the planning permission, granted in July 2018 for a new 
dwelling (181192) on a plot of land to the north-west of Ardene,  originally forming part of The 
Elms on the north-east side of Wood Lane, considered that it did 'fit in with the surrounding area 
where dwellings are generally of a modest scale and simple form'. In spite of this, in September 
2020, the new owners of the land submitted a new application, 203128, for a dwelling of much 
more contemporary design, further back from Wood Lane, and encroaching more into Edwyn 
Wood. At the time of writing, Determination has yet to be made. 
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5.1.25 Planning application P163800, submitted in November 2016 for a dormer style bungalow on a 

plot of land to the north-west of Appledore on the south-east side of Wood Lane, and broadly of 
a similar appearance to Appledore, was also given approval. It was later revised (171923) 
increasing the footprint, and the property became what is now Bracken. 
  

5.1.26 Planning application P171100 involved the proposed development of two dwellings on a larger, 
triangular plot of land to the north of Bracken. It was submitted in March 2017 but withdrawn in 
August 2017 on the basis of the need for further reports and surveys. No subsequent proposals 
have come forward, and the site remains overgrown woodland. 
 

5.1.27 Landmarks 
 

5.1.28 The current Village Hall is the focal point of the Area, and the main gathering point for residents 
of Edwyn Ralph and beyond. Funded by Heritage Millennium and Lottery money, it replaced an 
earlier, wood structure, which had also served as a Field Hospital during WW2  
 

5.1.29 Green and natural features 
 

5.1.30 The dominant natural feature in this area, and the settlement as a whole, is Edwyn Wood.  The 
majority of the woodland on the eastern side of Wood Lane is designated Ancient Woodland and 
a Priority Habitat. 
 

 
Image 22 – view south along Wood Lane near Fern View showing the transition from  
countryside into the settlement. 
 

5.1.31 The encroachment of the settlement into Edwyn Wood on the north side of Wood Lane has 
retained large numbers of mature broadleaf trees within the plots, particularly at the rear of The 
Nook, Bramblewood, The Elms, Oak Bungalow and Much-Ado.  This adds to the semi-rural 
character of the area which provides a transition between the countryside which surrounds the 
settlement and the more intensively built-up area fronting onto the B4214.  A large clearing of 
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woodland at the rear of The Beeches and Rowan Oaks has become a paddock, through which the 
public footpath referred to earlier cuts a diagonal line.   
 

5.1.32 While the majority of Edwyn Wood to the west of Wood Lane has been cleared, a number of 
important blocks of trees remain, including those along the line of the footpath which links 
Wood Lane to the B4214 - to the rear of the Village Hall and Bracken and Appledore to its north, 
and Kendal to the south.  This block of planting forms a strong boundary to the settlement and 
largely screens it from views from the countryside to the north and west.     
 

5.1.33 Streetscape 
 

5.1.34 There is a range of boundary treatments along The Crest and Wood Lane, including hedgerows of 
mature shrubs of mixed species, more formal privet, timber fencing, brick walls, and open 
frontages with short driveways leading to garages.  There is no street lighting in the Area.  
 

5.1.35 Views 
 

 
Image 23 – view looking west from Wood Lane near Fern View looking down the valley. 
 

5.1.36 The Area has a largely enclosed character with long-distance views limited by Edwyn Wood on 
the northern side of Wood Lane in particular.  There are medium distance views along the line of 
Wood Lane itself both from within the settlement and the approaches to it.  The principal long-
distance views are from the footpath which links Wood Lane with the B4214 (image 24), and 
from the short stretch of Wood Lane between Fern View and Glen Oaks (image 23).  This latter 
view, looks directly down the valley which forms the northern setting of the settlement.  It has 
been made possible by the clearance of Edwyn Wood, making this location highly visible from 
the surrounding countryside.  
 
 



Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Development Plan  September 2020 
Characterisation Study 
 

 
 

 
Page  34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 24 view west from the footpath behind Appledore and Bracken 
 

5.1.37 From the north-east tip of the Area, at the end of Wood Lane, there are far reaching views to the 
west and north-west where the land slopes away towards the neighbouring village of Thornbury. 
 

5.1.38 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 
 

5.1.39 Area A is at the north-west corner of the settlement, linking with the linear core fronting onto 
the B4214 (Area B), the open countryside which forms the north-western setting to the 
settlement (Area G) to the south-west, and Edwyn Wood to the north. 
 

5.1.40 The Area contains dwellings built in a wide range of styles, and in a variety of materials. The 
dwellings vary in size, but the majority either single storey or one-and-a-half storey with 
dormer windows. 
 

5.1.41 The key characteristics are the single plot depth of development, the spacious and secluded 
nature of the plots and associated degree of separation between dwellings, especially on the 
north-east side of Wood Lane. This gives Wood Lane a rural and semi-rural character which acts 
as a transition between the main built up part of the settlement with the countryside which 
surrounds it.  Edwyn Wood and the planting along the line of the footpath to the rear of the 
Village Hall form a strong natural boundary to the settlement.  The area contains the Village Hall, 
which is the main gathering point and meeting place for the residents of Edwyn Ralph and its 
two neighbouring villages.   
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5.2 Area B – Linear Core 
 

 
5.2.1 Area B forms the central part of the settlement along the line of the B4214.    

  
5.2.2 Topography 

 
5.2.3 This central part of the settlement occupies a ‘shelf’ of broadly level land at around 182m above 

sea level.   This ‘shelf’ is orientated roughly south-west to north-east and aligned with the B4214 
road.  To the south of the road the land falls away more sharply with those buildings on this side 
of the road at a slightly lower level than those on the northern side.  This slope makes these 
buildings highly visible from the south – both in immediate terms and from the surrounding landscape.  
The eastern part of the area also falls away sharply by some 20m to the valley of a minor brook which 
forms the Parish boundary. 
 

5.2.4 Land uses 
 

5.2.5 A group of 24 detached houses, some with associated outbuildings and with a further three 
houses under construction.  Five of the existing properties and the three under construction are 
on the southern side of the road with the remainder to the north.  The dwellings are all aligned 
to the B4214 and all but two properties (Twin Shires and Shiloh) accessed directly from it.  There 
is a small area of communal open space at the junction of the B4214 with The Crest. 
 

5.2.6 Layout 
 

5.2.7 The layout is of single plot depth, linear form aligned to the B4214 with the majority of 
properties on the northern side.  The majority of properties also front on to the road, the 
exceptions being Woodhouse Farm (which is aligned at right angles to the road), and Little Copse 
which is set back from the road and accessed via a drive way running between Tanglewood and 
Silverdale.  This conclusion on the linear layout is supported by the Report of the Planning 
Inspector following an appeal in relation to land to the south of Woodhouse Farm (ref 
APP/W1850/W/16/3159485) (para 8) endorsed by Herefordshire Council in 2019 in their refusal 
of a residential development proposal on this site (P192165/F).   
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Image 25 – view east along the B4214 in the centre of the settlement showing the spacious and green nature of 

the plots with houses set back from the road 
 

5.2.8 The properties are generally set in spacious plots with some properties such as Twin Shires, 
Sundown and Edwyn House set in extensive grounds.  The properties are set well apart, with 
typical separation distances between the dwellings of at least 7m and in many cases up to 25m.  
 

5.2.9 Roads, streets, routes 
’ 

5.2.10 The B4214 runs south-west to north-east, with a slight bend in the southern part of the area. 
There is no pavement but there are areas of grass verge which provide some shelter from 
oncoming vehicles.  The Herefordshire Trail footpath runs through the area, crossing the B4214 
near to Wood House Farm.     
 

5.2.11 Spaces 
 

5.2.12 There is a small communal grassed area at the junction of the B4214 and the Crest which 
contains a bench, post box and Parish noticeboard.  This is the most elevated part of the area 
with long-distance views to the south and east, and has the character of the physical ‘heart’ of 
the settlement.  
 

5.2.13 Settlement form and buildings 
 

5.2.14 The 1886 Ordnance Survey Map identifies the majority of the existing buildings on the southern 
side of the B4214 to be present – namely Woodhouse Farm, the Hollings and Hollings Cottage.  
The map shows settlement on the northern side of the road to be limited to a now disappeared 
property directly opposite Woodhouse Farm on a site occupied by The Malverns.  The dominant 
feature on the northern side of the road at this time was Edwyn Wood which extended over a 
much larger area than it does now.  In the post-war period (from the time of the 1948-54 
Ordnance Survey Map), development focussed on the northern side of the road through 
encroachment into the woodland.  Some of the properties on the northern side contain the 
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remnants of this woodland within their curtilage, which gives the effect of the settlement 
‘merging’ into the woodland.   
 

 
Image 26 – the rear of the properties under construction on the southern side of the B4214 showing the sharp 

break with the countryside 
 

5.2.15 Post-war development on the southern side of the road has been very limited in scale, made up 
of Meadowcroft and the three dwellings under construction on a site between Meadowcroft and 
Woodhouse Farm.  These properties (as shown on image 26) provide a sharp break between the 
settlement and the open countryside to the south (within Area E) where development is limited 
in the main to farmsteads including the Grade II listed The Manor, with the open fields 
emphasising its rural setting. 
 

 
Image 27 – the B4214 at the eastern entrance to the settlement showing the extensive remains 

of Edwyn Wood (right) 
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5.2.16 The 19 houses on the northern side of the B4214 are generally set well back from the road and 
are mainly bungalows (13 properties) with some two storey houses (six properties).   The 
properties are individually designed but not inharmonious, largely of brick with a mix of roofing 
materials including concrete and clay-tile.  Some properties, including The Malverns (image 28), 
Beecroft, Broadlands and Edwyn House have more distinctive detailing and design.  
 

 
Image 28 – The Malverns showing the brick detailing 

 
5.2.17 With the exception of Meadowcroft bungalow and the properties currently under construction, 

the dwellings on the southern side of the road formed the pre-20th century settlement and are 
the most distinctive buildings in the Character Area – namely Woodhouse Farm, Hollings Cottage 
and the Hollings.  These buildings have a more immediate relationship to the road and are 
described in more detail below. 
 

5.2.18 Woodhouse Farm is an L shaped building of stone under a slate roof with its principal elevation 
at a right angle to the road.  The complex includes an extensive timber-frame wing at the rear 
which appears to be of late 16th to early 17th century in date.  The stone farmhouse has a later 
19th century front and fenestration, but appears to be earlier in origin and possibly 17h century.  
There is a characteristic stone chimney on the elevation facing the road, and a series out 
outbuildings to the rear of 19th century date.  The Planning Committee Report to the dwellings 
currently under construction to the west of Woodhouse Farm (ref P171535/F) recognises that it 
‘can still be appreciated as an old building which contributes positively to the locality’.  It goes on 
to state that ‘Woodhouse Farm’s setting is that of an old farmstead within a village setting.’   
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Image 29 – Hollings Cottage with Woodhouse Farm to the right 

 
5.2.19 To the immediate north of Woodhouse Farm is Hollings Cottage, (image 29) of brick and also 

under a slate roof.  The building is likely to be of 19th century date with a more recent single 
storey extension on its north-eastern elevation.  The original building is of two bays with steeply 
pitched roofs and prominent stone detailing around the windows.  
 

 
Image 30 – the Hollings with the orchard (right) 

 
5.2.20 To the north of Hollings Cottage is The Hollings (image 30).  The Hollings is separated from 

Hollings Cottage by a former Orchard now used for grazing which forms an important visual 
break in this part of the settlement.  The Hollings is a Historic Farm recorded as part of the 
Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project. Present on the Ordnance Survey 
First Edition, Pre-WW2 and Modern map.  It is described in the Saltmarsh Castle Estate sales 
particulars as being built of brick with a slate roof with four bedrooms, a cider mill and press, and 
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with outbuildings consisting of cow house and tallet.  It has a strong visual relationship to the 
former Orchard. 
  

5.2.21 Landmarks and historic features 
 

 
Image 31 – the grassed area with bench and noticeboard – the ‘heart’ of the settlement 

 
5.2.22 The properties on the southern side of the B4214 described in paras 5.2.18 to 5.2.20 above are 

the principal historic features of the area with Hollings Cottage and Woodhouse Farm being 
particularly prominent.  The grassed area with its bench, post box and Parish noticeboard is very 
much the focal point of both this area and the settlement as a whole.  

 
5.2.23 Green and natural features 

 
5.2.24 The encroachment of the settlement into Edwyn Wood on the northern side of the B4214 has 

retained large numbers of trees within the plots, especially in the north-eastern part of the area 
to the rear of Oakshade, Oaklands, Inglewood, Beechcroft and Edwyn House.  The names of 
many of the properties on the northern side of the road have a woodland theme.  This woodland 
also largely screens the settlement from views from the north and acts as a strong natural 
boundary.   

 
5.2.25 Streetscape 

 
5.2.26 There is a range of boundary treatments to the B4214, but typically consist of domestic scale 

hedgerows of a mix of species and some mature shrubs.  Brick, timber fencing and stone-wall 
boundary treatments are limited, giving the road a rural village-like character.  There is no street-
lighting in the area.   
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5.2.27 Views 
 

5.2.28 From bench in the communal grassed area there are far-reaching spectacular views to the south 
and east including the Bromyard Downs in the medium distance, and further afield extending as 
far as the Malvern Hills, the Forest of Dean, May Hill and the Black Mountains.   
 

 
Image 32 -view through the Orchard between Hollings Cottage (right) and The Hollings 

 
5.2.29 Along the B4214 itself these views are limited to the gaps between buildings, notably between 

Hollings Cottage and the Hollings (image 32) and between the buildings under construction 
where the Herefordshire Trail exits the settlement between Woodhouse Farm and the 
Meadowcroft (image 33).   
 

 
Image 33 – long distance view in the gap between the dwellings under construction adj. to Woodhouse Farm 
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Image 34 – long-distance view north-east from the edge of the settlement with the boundary of The Hollings right 
 

5.2.30 Where the built-up part of the settlement ends – at the Hollings to the north and the junction of 
the B4212 with Edwyn Wood Lane to the south, long distance views open up again, giving the 
feel of a sharp break between the settlement and the countryside which surrounds it (image 34).   
 

5.2.31 Within the area itself, the bend of the B4214 and relationship of the buildings, boundary 
treatments and trees to it gives the settlement an enclosed character.  

 
5.2.32 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 

 
5.2.33 Area B is the physical heart of the settlement made up of a cluster of houses and a small 

communal area of open space.  The area contains an individual and generally harmonious variety 
of ages and building styles giving an impression of continuous development.  The single depth 
layout to the B4214, orientation and position of the majority of buildings gives this area a strong 
linear ‘village’ character, with the gaps between buildings providing far reaching views.  There is 
a sharp break with the surrounding countryside upon immediately entering the settlement from 
the north and south.  The extensive remnants of Edwyn Wood within the curtilages of the 
properties on the northern side of the B4214 have the effect of the settlement merging into this 
woodland, whereas the strong building line on the southern side provides a sharp break with the 
network of fields which lie beyond it.  
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5.3 Area E – Eastern Setting 
 

 
 
5.3.1 Area E forms the eastern and southern rural setting of the settlement. 

  
 

5.3.2 Topography 
 

5.3.3 Area E mainly sits to the immediate south and east of the village settlement with a gradual 
downhill gradient to the South West (SW). To the south and east of the area, the land slopes 
downhill gently at first before becoming a much steeper gradient as the area wraps back and 
round behind the village on its south easterly aspect. 
 

5.3.4 Land -uses 
 

5.3.5 Most of the land in Area E is grassland pasture used for grazing animals and as a source of forage 
production. Most grazing is sheep with some cattle and horses. 
 

5.3.6 On the western aspect of Area E and to the immediate south west of the village settlement, 
there is a large triangular shape field and its furthest point is formed by the meeting of the 
B4214 with the lane to Thornbury at New Cross Farm. This field has been mainly used for 
growing forage maize or stubble turnips in recent years. Occasionally sheep and cattle have been 
stocked to ‘clean’ the land and add useful organic material. 
 

5.3.7 Overall, the land use of this area is agricultural. 
 

5.3.8 Layout  
 

5.3.9 Area E has two aspects created by having land on both sides of the main B4214 which runs 
through the settlement of Edwyn Ralph village. However, the larger part of this Area E extends to 
the south and south east of the B4214  ‘wrapping around’ behind the village settlement on the 
south side and re-joining the B4214 at the other (northerly) end of the village. Church Lane also 
forms the southern boundary of Area E. 
 

5.3.10 Roads, streets, routes 
 

5.3.11 On entering Area E by exiting the village settlement and travelling south on the B4214, the road 
becomes more or less straight for about 400 yards before a sweeping but gentle right-hand 
bend. At the apex of this first bend is the junction with Church Lane on the left. The main road 
then briefly straightens before changing direction again this time to a left-hand bend just past 
Old Cross Farm. Adjacent to New Cross Farm is the forked junction leading to Thornbury. This 
provides a pleasant feature as the initial feeling of openness and expanse on leaving the village 
gives way to a gentle ‘S’ bend as described above making an interesting feature.  
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5.3.12 Church Lane is a single vehicle-track lane that initially forms the boundary of Area E before 
winding gently down to St Michaels’s Church. Approximately 150 yards down Church Lane, there 
is another left-hand junction with a narrow adopted lane serving Upper House Farm. Both 
Church Lane and the aforementioned lane to Upper House are effectively ‘no through’ roads an 
account both end at the entrances to private properties. 
 

5.3.13 The Herefordshire Trail (Footpath ER27) also runs through part of Area E at The Manor. Another 
footpath from the western side of the village settlement also joins the Herefordshire Trail in one 
of the paddocks adjoining The Manor before crossing the narrow lane at Upper House Farm. The 
footpath then continues across farmland and through woodland spinneys in a southerly direction 
towards Bromyard. 
 

5.3.14 Spaces  
 

5.3.15 There are no public ‘spaces’ in this area. 
 

5.3.16 Buildings and historic features 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 35 - The Manor (formerly The Court) c. 16th century 
 

5.3.17 The Manor (image 35) is a grade II listed property which appears on historic maps as ‘The Court’. 
This property is typical of the 16th century period with a timber framed ‘box’ structure under a 
mellow tiled roof with original stone and brick chimneys. The setting of the house could almost 
be described as being cut into an ‘alcove’ with the land rising steeply behind it to the north and 
north west.  A recent heritage report suggests that this area was originally cleared for a larger 
property with adjacent outbuildings (presumably agricultural). At some point in the 16th century, 
the present house was either re-built or reconfigured using many original timbers from an earlier 
larger building. Early maps show adjacent outbuildings of a similar or larger size to the present 
house which are no longer present.  The officers report into planning application P192165/F for 
the development of five custom-build houses on the fields to the north of The Manor explains 



Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Development Plan  September 2020 
Characterisation Study 
 

 
 

 
Page  45 

that the setting of the Manor is largely private gardens enclosed by planting, but the open fields 
around this help emphasise its history as a remote rural cottage not related to the settlement to 
the north.  These fields therefore have a strong relationship to the setting of the listed building 
and weight should be attached to their protection from development. 
 

5.3.18 To the southeast of The Manor, there is an adjacent property called Upper House Farm. This 
property is also ‘cut into’ the steep gradient of the land but sits on its own plateau with its 
gardens and paddocks sloping gently away from it to the south east. The main part of Upper 
House is believed to date from the mid-18th century being of stone construction and a similar 
age to other nearby houses such as Woodhouse Farm. However, like Woodhouse Farm, there is 
also a much older wing of the property which is timber-framed and probably dates from a similar 
period to The Manor. Upper House also appears on early maps for the village settlement and is a 
Historic Farm recorded as part of the Herefordshire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project. 
 

5.3.19 Landmarks 
 

5.3.20 There are two Lombardy poplar trees in the grounds of The Manor which are estimated to be 75 
feet tall. These can be seen on the approach to the village and make a distinctive amenity 
impact. Another tree which is distinctive is a large 300-year-old oak tree which is situated in 
Court Meadow. The canopy of this tree is a feature of the view enjoyed by properties on the 
south side of the settlement. 
 

5.3.21 Green and natural features 
 

5.3.22 The eastern most part of Area E is made up of agricultural grass fields with a slightly gentler 
gradient rising up behind the farmstead ‘The Hollings’ to meet the main road at the other (NE) 
end of the village. The large field immediately to the east of The Manor is called ‘Court Meadow’ 
and appears on early maps. This field was presumably part of this property when it was a farm.    
 

 
Image 36 - The fields to the north of the Manor showing the tall hedgerows 
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5.3.23 The fields described here are bounded by tall historic hedgerows with many features shown on 
early maps still present to this day. From these fields, it is possible to enjoy far reaching views to 
the south and southeast towards Bromyard Downs and stretching much further to the east 
towards the high ridge forming the spine of Bromyard Downs towards Upper Sapey.  
 

 
Image 37 – the belt of planting lining the driveway to The Manor 

 
5.3.24 The driveway to The Manor is marked by prominent belt of trees which forms a strong edge to 

the settlement, separating it from the open countryside to the west and south-west, (image 37).  
 

5.3.25 Streetscape 
 

5.3.26 The Western part of area E is comprised of a large triangular shaped field which has a slightly 
‘domed’ topography but gently sloping to the apex of the triangle which is formed by the main 
B4214 and the junction with the Thornbury Road. There is hedging and a very narrow verge on 
both sides of the main road. The hedging is kept short allowing for the far-reaching views 
described earlier. This creates a feeling of space as well as revealing the rural character of the 
area. Livestock can often be seen grazing in these fields either side of the main road by residents 
and those travelling through the village. 
 

5.3.27 Views 
 

5.3.28 Standing at the western end of the settlement, at the driveway to The Manor and facing south, 
the village enjoys a wide-open aspect across agricultural farmland with far reaching views 
towards Bromyard Downs and the Malvern Hills (SSE), and the Black Mountains (S)(image 37). 
On the horizon (looking SSW and WSW) is the high ridge of Bredenbury with intervening views 
across farmland rising to woodland and parkland belonging to Bredenbury Court.  
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Image 37 – showing the view south from the western end of the settlement 
 

5.3.29 The south eastern and eastern part of Area E slopes away more steeply giving way to views 
across countryside and a valley of patchwork fields and woodland with the rising hills of 
Bromyard Downs beyond forming a spectacular backdrop. This area extends to the south of the 
B4214 and retains its rural character 
 

5.3.30 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 
 

5.3.31 The area forms the southern and eastern setting of the settlement of Edwyn Ralph and has a 
strong rural character.  The sloping topography of the area makes it highly sensitive to new 
development.   
 

5.3.32 This conclusion is endorsed by the Herefordshire Council’s assessment of planning application 
P192165/F.    The application was refused on 4th September 2019 and was subject to an appeal 
which was dismissed in October 2020.  This application follows a previous proposal for 
residential development on the site, again refused planning permission and dismissed on appeal 
(ref APP/W1850/W/16/3159485). 
 

5.3.33 The officers report assessing the 2019 planning application considers that the development of 
this site would ‘be incongruous with the prevailing pattern of development, protruding into a 
largely undeveloped area of countryside and going against the single-depth linear pattern of 
development which is a characteristic element of the settlement’.  The Report goes on to say 
‘The formation of a single access to serve the proposed dwellings, considerably set back from the 
road, would introduce an alien, urbanised and ‘estate’ type form of development into this largely 
rural area. This would be out of keeping with, and harmful to the character and appearance of 
the area hereabouts in terms of the locality and would not protect or enhance the natural or 
built environment of the area’.   
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5.3.34 Part of the southernmost field on the eastern side of Area E was subject to a Call for Site 
submission to the Herefordshire 2019 SHLAA.  The SHLAA considers the site to be of low to 
moderate capacity to accommodate new development on the grounds of the visual impact on 
the rural character of the area, and the Herefordshire trail footpath in particular.  The SHLAA 
suggests that development could only be brought forward if it was limited in scale, laid out in a 
linear form to the B4214 and included a new hedgerow on the south east and the south west 
boundary with appropriate native trees. 
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5.4  Area F – Edwyn Wood 
 

 
 
5.4.1 Area F forms the south-western part of the settlement with open countryside to the south and 
 west and the built-up part of the settlement (Area B) to the north-east.  It is 1ha in size and an 
 elongated triangle in shape aligned on a west to east axis.  The northern boundary is an un-
 named and unmade lane which connects to the B4214 and runs at a right angle to it.   

 
5.4.2 Topography 

 
5.4.3 The area is predominantly level and occupies the south-western part of the shelf of land on 

which the built-up part of the settlement is located.  The land falls away gently to the open 
countryside to the south, and more sharply to the west and north to the minor valley which is 
the principal topographical feature on this side of the settlement 
 

5.4.4 Land uses 
 

5.4.5 A group of 7 detached residential properties and some associated outbuildings all in their own 
plots with their own parking within the plots.  All of the properties are located on the southern 
side of the lane and accessed directly from it. 
 

5.4.6 Layout 
 

5.4.7 The layout is of single plot depth, linear form and aligned at a slight offset to the lane which it 
itself perpendicularly to the B4214. The properties are in spacious plots of around 1,000-
3,000sqm set well apart and, all have their own drive, parking and garden areas.  
 

5.4.8 Roads, streets, routes 
 

5.4.9 The lane or unmade road is the sole vehicular route of character area F.  
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Image 38 – view along the lane towards the B4214 with the residential properties on the right. 

 
5.4.10 It is a non-tarmacked lane which provides access to all 7 plots. Heavy vehicles would be unable to 

enter this lane without difficulty in turning; there are also lots of potholes. 
 

5.4.11 Spaces 
 

5.4.12 There are no open spaces; all spaces are used for the 7 residential plots. 
 

5.4.13 Settlement form and buildings 
 

5.4.14 This part of the settlement was laid out by the time of the 1954 Ordnance Survey map, and has 
seen a process of infilling, replacement and intensification since then, with none of the original 
buildings remaining.  While this organic and piecemeal evolution of the Area has resulted in the 
properties being characterised by a range of styles and materials typical of buildings of their age 
including brick and concrete tile, there is a degree of harmony in their height, scale and relatively 
simple ‘unfussy’ design.   
 

5.4.15 The seven properties are all either bungalows, or one and a half storey houses with dormer 
windows.  This gives a general uniformity of ridge height, shallow roof pitches and a high roof to 
wall ratio.   
 

5.4.16 Landmarks and historic features 
 

5.4.17 There are no other features of any significance. 
 
5.4.18 Green and natural features 

 
5.4.19 The names of the houses have a woodland theme, echoing the origins of the Area as part of 

Edwyn Wood. The lane itself has a strong rural character by the sheer fact that it remains 
unmade. There are trees and vegetation surrounding all properties which allows this area to 
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blend in with the surrounding countryside, particularly along the western part of the lane 
including Rose Cottage. 
 

5.4.20 The southern part of the Area is formed by a well-maintained hedge which acts as a strong 
boundary between the settlement and the countryside which surrounds it.  The western part of 
this hedge has a number of mature trees which contribute significantly to the rural character. 

 
5.4.21 Streetscape 

 
5.4.22 The lane itself is the feature; it is unmade. All seven residential plots have given their properties 

simple boundaries. These range from brown panel fencing to poled/paddock type fencing or 
natural vegetation (bushes, hedgerow) supporting the overall natural look of Edwyn Ralph. There 
are no other features as such in character area F. 
 

5.4.23 Views 
 

 
Image 39 – long distance view west from opposite Woodlands, with remnants of Edwyn Wood left and right 

 
5.4.24 Area F marks the southernmost part of the built-up area of the settlement and there are far-

reaching views across the surrounding countryside and wider landscape (image 39).  These views 
are most expansive looking south from the junction of the lane with the B4214, including 
Bromyard Downs in the medium distance and further afield extending as far as the Malvern Hills. 
The views north from the area are more intimate, across the minor valley and the network of 
fields and hedgerows which form the setting of the settlement. 
 

 
5.4.25 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 

 
5.4.26 Character area F has a self-contained character but at the same time an integral element of the 

built-up part of the main settlement.  It provides a strong boundary between the southern edge 
of the settlement and the surrounding countryside, particularly to the south.  The area has 
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developed in a piecemeal way but the properties have a degree of harmony in terms of the 
layout, scale and height. 
 

5.4.27 The properties are respectful and harmonious, surrounded by natural vegetation in keeping with 
the rural feel of this small area. This area sustains the community of Edwyn Ralph, giving a linear 
village feel but as an edge of the settlement bringing nature under its wing. 
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5.5  Area G – Western setting 
 

 
5.5.1 Area G forms the western and north-western setting of the settlement.  It has the shape of 
 an inverted boot, with the long 'leg' side some 640m in length extending between Thornbury 
 Lane in the south-west to Wood Lane in the north-east.  The short 'toe' of the boot runs  some 
 205m along the western side of Wood Lane.  

 
5.5.2 Topography 

 
5.5.3 The area forms the southern and eastern slopes of the minor valley which separates the shelf 

upon which the main part of the settlement is location from the rising land to the north-west.  
Within this valley is a small stream which drains westwards towards the River Frome and which 
forms the boundary of the Area.  The head of this valley is in the south-east corner of the Area 
on Wood Lane and is the highest point at around 175m.  The valley slopes are gentle, falling by 
20m to the bottom.  
 

5.5.4 Land uses 
 

5.5.5 Mainly pasture, with an area of arable farmland running along the southern-most section of the 
Area, adjacent to Thornbury Lane.  At the eastern side of this section of arable farmland are two 
recent (2015) detached houses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 40 – the two dwellings built in 2015 
 

5.5.6 The Area also contains three distinct 'patches' of the original Edwyn Wood, the majority of which 
is designated Ancient Woodland. 
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5.5.7 Layout  
 

5.5.8 The two properties referred to above are set-back approx. 100m from the Thornbury Lane, from 
which they are accessed by a 4m wide concrete drive. They are built side-by-side in 'mirror 
image' fashion, and are the only buildings in Area G. They were built to accommodate farm 
workers at the nearby New Cross Farm, and have no formal gardens.  A public footpath runs 
along the rear of these properties. 
 

5.5.9 Roads, streets, routes 
 

5.5.10 There are no roads or streets in the Area, but a public footpath runs through the Area, from 
a point in Thornbury Lane between Horton Bank and The Hortons in the south-east, along the 
northern boundary of the arable field, and exiting behind the two detached houses before 
continuing into the adjoining Area E. 
 

5.5.11 There is access to a gated, fenced-off utility (sewage works) in the Area, from Wood Lane at the 
north-eastern boundary near to the head of the valley. 
 

5.5.12 Spaces  
 

5.5.13 There are no public ‘spaces’ in this area. 
 

5.5.14 Buildings and historic features 
 

5.5.15 A map of 1840 shows the present area of arable farmland to the south occupied by land 
referred to as 'Upper Heath' and 'Lower Heath'. The pasture land, which forms the larger  
proportion of Area G was reclaimed from Edwyn Wood, which then extended much further 
south. 
 

5.5.16 The two detached houses standing side-by-side at the south-eastern side of the Area (image 40), 
were built in 2015 of red brick with clay tiled roofs. Each has two dormer windows built into the  
roof. They appear identical in size and style, but are built in 'mirror image' fashion. 
 

5.5.17 Landmarks 
 

5.5.18 There are no significant landmarks in the Area.  
 

5.5.19 Green and natural features 
 

5.5.20 The Area consists predominately of gently-sloping pasture and arable farmland. There are a 
number of blocks of Ancient Woodland which were once part of the much larger Edwyn  Wood.  
This woodland is located on the southern slopes of the valley and is an important part of the 
setting of the settlement, largely hiding the buildings from views from the countryside to the 
north and west.  By contrast, the woodland on Wood Lane has long been cleared. 
 

5.5.21  An old established hedgerow, around 2.5m in height and of a variety of species, runs along 
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Thornbury Lane on the south-west boundary of the Area (see image 41 below), while a less 
formal hedge of mixed shrubs and bushes, coupled with an inner row of trees and divided by a 
mixture of post & rail and wire fencing (see image 42 below) runs along Wood Lane at the north-
east boundary.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 41 – hedgerow on Thornbury Lane 
 

5.5.22 Other than this, the arable farmland and areas of pasture are divided by lines of trees which 
form the edges of the woodland (see image 43 below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 42 – typical field boundary marked by mature hedgerow trees 
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Image 43 – informal boundary along Wood Lane 
 

5.5.23 Streetscape 
 

5.5.24 No streetscape 
 

5.5.25 Views 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 44 – view from the head of the valley from Wood Lane 
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5.5.26 From the northern-most point of Area G on Wood Lane and at the head of the valley, there are 
far-reaching views to the west and north-west where the land slopes away as shown on Image 
44 above. 
 

 
Image 45 – view west from the footpath adj to the two dwellings. 

 
5.5.27 There are further long-distance views west from the footpath which runs uphill from Thornbury 

Lane at The Hortons to the two 2015 dwellings (image 45). 
  

5.5.28 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 
 

5.5.29 Area G forms a key element of the rural setting of the settlement, consisting largely of 
agricultural land, and three important remaining parts of the old Edwyn Wood.  It forms the 
southern and eastern sides of a small valley, from which rises the shelf on which the main part of 
the settlement is located.  It has far-reaching views to the west and north-west where the land 
slopes away gently.  It contains only two properties, in the south-eastern  corner.  
 

5.5.30 The northern part of the Area, at the head of the valley and fronting onto Wood Lane was 
subject to a Call for Sites submission associated with the Herefordshire SHLAA in March 2019 
(ref. SHLAA/028/001). This submission involved a site of 5.3ha in size and was considered to have 
low to moderate capacity. The principal weaknesses of the of the development proposals being 
the visual impact when seen from Wood Lane which would lose its rural context if the area were 
to be developed. The SHLAA does suggest that, if the site were to be developed, these impacts 
could be mitigated by restricting development to a small number of houses, laid out in a linear 
pattern fronting onto Wood Lane, and the enhancement of the existing hedgerow on the north-
east boundary, with a new hedgerow on the south-east and south-west boundary. 
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5.6  Area H – The Crest 
 

 
5.6.1 Area H is at the centre of the settlement, and adjacent to the Linear Core Character area 
 to the north and south-east, and the Wood Lane Character area to the west. The Character 
 Area is rectangular in shape and runs for some 120m, aligned north-west to south-east. 
 'The Crest' is the name of the stretch of road which links the B4214 to the start of Wood 
 Lane. 

 
5.6.2 Topography, land use and layout 

 
5.6.3 This narrow 'finger' of land sits at right angles to the B4214 in the centre of the settlement, and is 

around 185m above sea level. It runs for 120m in a north-west direction from the B4214 to the 
start of Wood Lane on a very slight downhill gradient. 
 

5.6.4 Land uses 
 

  
Image 46 – The Crest 

 
5.6.5 A row of 12 semi-detached and terraced 1-bed bungalows and 3-bed houses line the north- 

east side of The Crest, with an associated area of car-parking in the centre of the area.  
 

5.6.6 Layout 
 

5.6.7 The layout is of single plot depth, along the north-east side, and set back at a slight angle around 
5m from the road.  From the B4214 and moving north, the first two properties (1&2) are 1-bed 
semi-detached bungalows, followed by a terrace of four (3,4,5&6) 3-bed houses, followed by a 
further two (7&8) 1-bed bungalows. After a gap of some 20m there is finally a terrace of four 
(9,10,11&12) 1-bed bungalows. Between nos. 4 & 5 is an archway giving shared access to the 
rear. 
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5.6.8 Roads, streets, routes 
 
 

5.6.9 The Crest is a 'no through road', which runs south-east to north-west, at right angles from 
the B4214 in the centre of the settlement core. A pavement runs along the eastern side 
of the tarmac road, from which properties are accessed through individual or shared gates. 
There is on-road parking along this side of the road. 
 

5.6.10 Spaces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 47 – the parking area 
 

5.6.11 Between properties 8 & 9 there is an unmade parking area with 4 garages on the north- 
west side and 2 on the south-east side (image 47). 
 

5.6.12 Settlement form and buildings 
 

5.6.13 These dwellings consist of four 2-storey houses and eight bungalows. Constructed in the mid-
20th century by the local authority, they are of a distinct uniform and functional design with little 
in the way of architectural detailing. The dwellings have identically cream coloured walls with 
clay-tile roofs. They continue to be modernised as occupancy changes hands, and most now have 
UPVC window frames.  
 

5.6.14 Landmarks and historic features 
 

5.6.15 There are no notable landmarks or historic features.  
 
5.6.16 Green and natural features 

 
5.6.17 Each of the properties has a small garden to the front and rear and, in most cases, the rear 

boundaries back onto what is now the southern edge of Edwyn Wood.               
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5.6.18 Streetscape 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 48 – typical boundary treatment of privet hedge to The Crest 
 

5.6.19 Typical boundary treatments will include domestic-scale privet hedge and wire fencing, with 
tall wooden fencing to the rear as shown on image 48 above. One streetlamp is in use in the 
garden of no.9, by the roadside.  
 

5.6.20 Views 
 

 
Image 49 – view from the communal grassed area opposite bungalow 1 
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5.6.21 Bungalow 1 faces a communal grassed area containing a bench, Parish notice board and Royal 
Mail post-box, otherwise all properties face the building opposite, including the Village Hall. 
Standing at the entrance to The Crest, and looking south-east through the gap between The 
Hollings and Hollings Cottage, are spectacular views to the Bromyard Downs and the Malvern 
Hills beyond as shown on image 49 above.  

 
5.6.22 Summary of key defining characteristics / other observations 

 
5.6.23 Area H is located in the heart of the settlement and contains a row of mid-20th century houses 

and bungalows built in linear fashion along the north-east side of the road.  It can only be 
accessed from the B4214. The buildings have retained their uniform and distinctive form, which 
is characteristic of post-war municipal housing. This gives the area a distinctive character very 
different from the more piecemeal and organic pattern of development across the rest of the 
settlement.  
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5.7  Summary of key features – Edwyn Ralph village 
 
 
5.7.1 The analysis identifies Edwyn Ralph as a well-defined linear settlement.  The defining features 

are the topography, the relationship of the settlement to the B4214, and the extensive areas of 
woodland and planting.  The key features are shown on Map 9 below. 
 

Map 9 – Characterization Assessment of Edwyn Ralph village 

 
 

5.7.2 The settlement is laid out along an elevated shelf of land aligned on a south-west to north-east 
axis.  This location provides far reaching views from within the settlement across the 
surrounding countryside and far beyond, particularly to the south, east, and west.  This elevated 
location also makes the immediate setting of the settlement very sensitive to new development, 
this view endorsed in the determination of planning applications and a subsequent appeal in 
relation to land to the north of The Manor. 
 

5.7.3 The majority of buildings are dispersed along the line of the B4214 on the south-west to north-
east axis, with two further clusters of linear development on Wood Lane and Edwyn Wood.  The 
houses establish a clear, consistent and largely continuous frontage onto the main road, with the 
majority of development on its northern side.  The Village Hall is the only non-residential 
property in the settlement – there being no other facilities to serve the community which puts a 
heavy reliance on the use of the car to access facilities in nearby market towns.    
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5.7.4 The extensive remnants of Edwyn Wood on the northern side of the B4214 have the effect of 
‘merging’ parts of the settlement into it, giving Wood Lane in particular a semi-rural character.     
 

5.7.5 By contrast, the curtilages of the line of buildings on the southern side of the road and form a 
sharp break between the settlement and the countryside beyond, giving them a prominence in 
the wider landscape exacerbated by the slopes of the shelf on which the settlement is located. 
 

5.7.6 The B4214 runs through the centre of the settlement and provides the principal link to 
surrounding towns with associated employment and higher order services.  In the Summer of 
2020, it was subject to a scheme of re-marking which gives the impression of a single 
carriageway road more appropriate to a small rural settlement.   
 

5.7.7 The built form of the modern settlement reflects its historic evolution, with the majority of 
dwellings dating from the second half on the 20th century, created largely through a process of 
encroachment into Edwyn Wood.  With the exception of The Crest and the three dwellings under 
construction adjacent to Woodhouse Farm, the houses are individually designed and built of a 
variety of materials characteristic of their age.  There are a limited number of pre-20th century 
buildings, including the historic farmsteads of Woodhouse Farm and the Hollings, which 
contribute positively to the locality.   Buildings are generally well maintained and set in large well 
landscaped plots, a number including the remnants of Edwyn Wood within them.  As a result, the 
density and intensity of development is relatively low, and not typical of villages in this part of 
Herefordshire which are associated with a more nucleated core of key historic buildings. 
 

5.7.8 This character makes the settlement highly sensitive to new development, which would be most 
appropriately accommodated through either the sub-division of existing plots or the use of 
vacant or underused plots in that part of the settlement on the northern side of the B4214.  
Large scale development on the western, southern and eastern edges of the settlement, or on 
the ‘outside’ of the remnants of Edwyn Wood in the northern part of the settlement would have 
a significant and potentially highly detrimental impact on its character and setting.   
 

5.7.9 The analysis has also identified a number of non-listed heritage assets which the Neighbourhood 
Plan should seek to protect.   
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6.0  Summary  
 
 
6.0.1 The Parish of Edwyn Ralph is a deeply tranquil rural area which retains much of its traditional 
 character.  
 
6.0.2 The elevated shelf and spur are the dominant elements of the physical character and sets the 
 framework within which the landscape has evolved.  This results in a huge variety of views – 
 from long distance expansive vistas from the elevated north-west, the more intimate and 
 sheltered setting of the valleys on the edges of the Parish and running off the shelf and spur. 
 
6.0.3 Edwyn Wood forms an extensive tract of ancient woodland to the north of the modern village, 
 and a number of smaller areas of woodland can be seen particularly on the lower lying land in 
 the east of the Parish.  Fields vary in size but are typically enclosed by an extensive network of 
 hedgerows, in addition to their aesthetic value, hedgerows provide important habitats for a 
 number of species, particularly mammals. 
 
6.0.4 Outside of the modern village, settlement is of a very low density and dispersed, the principal 
 cluster being the medieval settlement, with a number of farmsteads, converted rural buildings 
 and free-standing dwelling houses scattered across the rest of the area. 
 
6.0.5   The area contains a rich legacy of historic buildings and has a strong sense of continuity over an 
 extensive time period.  This is evidenced in the Norman motte and bailey castle and Parish 
 Church which are the principal remnants of the former medieval settlement – a legacy of the de-
 population of the area from the late middle ages.   
 
6.0.6 Edwyn Ralph is a well-defined linear settlement.  The defining features are the topography, the 
 relationship of the settlement to the B4214, and the extensive remnants of Edwyn Wood.   
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7.0  Recommendations 
 
 
7.0.1  The Neighbourhood Plan should seek to maximise the following opportunities to maintain 
 the distinctive character of the Plan area, and thus:  
 
• Support proposals which protect and enhance the traditional rural landscape of the area. 
 
• Encourage the management and enhancement of the landscape by supporting proposals 
 which maintain or restore hedgerow boundaries particularly where they reinforce historic 
 field patterns. 
 
• Support the expansion, restoration and creation of ancient and broadleaf woodland, so that 
 extensive connected wildlife habitats are created in accordance with the landscape character. 
 
• Conserve and enhance our understanding of key historic features and assets. 
 
• Conserve and manage the rich architectural legacy and distinct pattern of historic 
 dispersed settlement. This Report should form the starting point for the identification of 
 heritage assets for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan and potential inclusion in a ‘Local 
 List’. 
 
• To protect and enhance the character and setting of the settlement of Edwyn Ralph and 
 supporting appropriate new development which meets the housing, recreational and day-to-day 
 service needs of the community.   
 
• The Neighbourhood Plan should contain policies which require planning 
 applications and other development proposals and projects to consider how they 
 contribute to the above issues, including consideration of the findings of this Study.    
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Appendix 1 – Heritage assets  
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Rural Area 
 
Asset name Type Significance Source 

Ralph Court Neo-Tudor style Rectory and buildings 
in large garden north west of Edwyn 
Ralph church. 

Aesthetic 

 

Historical – 
historic 
association with 
the Parish Church 
and earlier 
building on the 
site. 

Herefordshire 
Historic 
Environment 
Record (SMR 
number 30815). 
 
Characterisation 
Assessment. 

The Pound (Pound Farm) Historic farm consisting of a brick 
building with a hop kiln built into the 
south-eastern corner. 

Historical – 
historic 
farmstead. 

Historic Farmsteads 
Characterisation 
Project. 
 
Herefordshire 
Historic 
Environment 
Record (SMR 
number 46550). 
 
Characterisation 
Assessment. 

Forge Cottage Former village forge and workshop on 
its south side. Built in the mid-19th 
century of local sandstone with a 
pitched, clay tile roof, the cottage has 
now been rendered and painted. 

Historical. Characterisation 
Assessment. 

 
This in addition to the following statutorily listed buildings: 

 Barn north-east of Brickhouse Farm (Grade II) 
 Brickhouse Farm (Grade II) 
 Church of St Michael (Grade II*) 
 Townsend Farmhouse (Grade II) 

 

Edwyn Ralph settlement 

Asset name Type Significance Source 

Upper House Farm Former farmstead consisting of L 
shaped building of stone under a slate 
roof. 

Historical Historic Farmsteads 
Characterisation 
Project. 
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Asset name Type Significance Source 

Herefordshire 
Historic 
Environment 
Record (SMR 
number 46550). 

Characterisation 
Assessment. 

Woodhouse Farm Stone farmhouse with timber framed 
wing of late 16th-17th century origins.  

Historical – 
farmstead in 
village setting. 

Characterisation 
Assessment. 

The Hollings Former farmstead with brick 
farmhouse and series of outbuildings. 

Historical Herefordshire 
Historic 
Environment 
Record (SMR 
number 46545) 

 

Characterisation 
Assessment 

Hollings Cottage Small 19th century cottage forming part 
of pre-20th century settlement. 

Historical Characterisation 
Assessment 

This in addition to the following statutorily listed building: 
 The Manor (Grade II) 

 

 


