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A. Survey responses and profile

• 52 survey responses representing 91 people.  
Covers 60% of households.  This is an excellent 
response rate. 

• Geographical focus of responses centered on 
the village consistent with where people live. 

• Age profile is consistent with the census with 
the 50-69 age group the most significant.

• Relatively settled population with 47% of 
households being here for over 21 years, and 
28% less than five years.



A. Survey responses and profile
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B. Vision and objectives

• Survey sought views on which of the 
recommended Plan Objectives are the 
most important to the community, and 
had we missed anything?

• All Objectives agreed as ‘important’ or 
‘very important’ by at least 30 out of 
50 responses.

• Most important Objectives are  
‘maintain and enhance the rural 
character’, ’maintain existing rights of 
way’ and ‘promote safe roads and 
spaces for all’.
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B. Vision and objectives – comments and other 
priorities

• Parking is a very serious problem in the Crest. We struggle to get off the drive with parked cars (2).
• Traffic calming.
• Community transport / bus service (2). 
• Reliable broadband. 
• Protection of the rural landscape of the village and surrounding countryside from unwanted industrial development and 

tourist attractions.
• I don't believe there is a need for any buildings or developments through the village. The rear of a lot of properties 

which can easily be tucked away rather than imposing the impact as you drive into the village.
• Protecting wildlife and nature, trees and woodland (3).
• Minimising light and sound pollution.
• Protecting green spaces for the enjoyment of the community.
• All buildings should be well-designed and an asset to the area.
• Ensure future housing developments are small in scale and designed to fit in with the village.
• I think future development should be bungalows only again.
• Attract younger families to the area. There needs to be a specific tourist attraction like a good pub / café.



C. Settlement boundary and Housing sites -
summary

• Modest Growth the favoured growth option supported by 27 out of 48 responses.  High growth least 
favoured, supported by only 4 out of 48 responses.  

• General support for the recommended strategic approach (Question C5) but with only  25 responses, with 
14 in support.

• Slight majority of responses support the recommended settlement boundary (SB).  

• Majority of responses supported the inclusion of the Hollings within the settlement boundary.

• Majority of responses agreed with the site assessments, but significant minority opposed to site 5.



C. Growth Options
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C1. What are your views on how much additional growth we should plan 
for? (48 responses)

Highly appropriate Neither appropriate not inappropriate Highly inappropriate

Option Description

1 No more new homes other than through some 
small-scale development within the settlement or 
the conversion of suitable buildings in the 
countryside.

2 Slightly more new homes by identifying sites for 
up to four new homes if limited to within the 
settlement, the conversion of suitable buildings in 
the countryside and one small site of two homes 
on the edge of the village.

3 A lot more by identifying sites for ten homes 
including at least one large site of ten or more 
homes on the edge of the village.



C. Growth Options comments

• Rather than go outside the settlement consider the neglected triangle of 
land adjoining the Appledore and Bracken plots.  This has been proposed 
for two dwellings and then withdrawn (2 comments).

• Land opposite site 4 along the main road should be considered.
• Option 2 should exclude greenfield sites.
• There has already been too much development in Edwyn Ralph.
• Any properties built are to be sold to be lived in not rented.
• The village would benefit from much more development such as a shop 

and pub to encourage tourism and opportunities for community cohesion. 
The Parish is not attractive to families given the lack of amenities.



C. Settlement boundary
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C. Settlement boundary comments
• SB should include the Orchard between The Hollings and Woodhouse Farm for sympathetic development (5 comments).

• SB should run along the whole line of the public footpath to the rear of the village hall including the triangle of land to the north of Bracken (2 
comments).

• I want the settlement boundary to be altered in include the whole of the rear garden of Kendal and the triangle of land N of Bracken.

• The SB should be amended to allow for infill houses on large plots especially squaring off the land to the rear of Kendal and the village hall to run 
alongside the footpath.

• Consider the inclusion of the triangle of land on Wood Lane next to Bracken.

• Enclose all of the Village Hall ground to allow for expansion (2 comments).

• There is an opportunity to extend the SB to the SW of the village including the N part of site 3 while maintaining the linear pattern.

• Include The Hollings and The Manor (5 comments).

• Upper House Farm should be within the SB.

• Set boundaries with existing land boundaries including gardens in all cases and extend to all Edwyn Ralph properties.

• All properties that are accessed from the B4214 and The Crest should be included as all lie within the Edwyn Ralph village signage, Land to the rear of 
Much-ado should be located within the settlement boundary.

• The proposed SB is discriminative against individual property development.

• The two agricultural workers dwellings on the W edge of the village should be within the SB.

• The settlement boundary should be extended to allow for the growth of the village including land on either side of The Crest / Wood Lane and the 
northernmost parts of sites 1 and 3.

• The settlement boundary is too narrow and should be extended to include the Church and a large rectangular tract of land between the B4214 and 
Wood Lane.

• The Church should be included within the SB as this was the original heart of the village.



C. Housing sites 
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C. Housing sites comments – site 1 
(7 comments)
• Site 1 should not be discounted as it is in line with the Village.
• Site 1 is a suitable location as it is the same type of location as site 3.
• Site 1 is suitable for two properties set back from the road (2 

comments).
• Site 1 is the only viable option.
• Site 1 will not remove any views from any property nor would it affect 

The Hollings.
• Site 1 not suitable rather than low suitability (2 comments).



C. Housing sites comments – site 2
(3 comments)
• The linear character must be maintained so this rules out site 2 and 

site 5.
• Site 2 could provide all of the house numbers on one site.
• Site 2 should be considered further.



C. Housing sites comments – site 3
(10 comments)
• Site 3 could sustain 3-4 properties if landscaped correctly.
• Site 3 is suitable but not necessarily the priority.
• Site 3 would fundamentally change the character of the village.
• Site 3 is on a dangerous bend and directly opposite houses.
• Site 3 not suitable as would interfere with views from any properties opposite as site 1.
• Site 3 will encroach on open countryside.
• Site 3 not suitable as would change the village personality and lead to further expansion.
• Sites 3 and 4 would remove the views of some residents and also the open nature of the 

approach into the village.
• Site 3 is outside the settlement area.
• Not suitable for any development of any size. It would have a detrimental impact on The 

Manor - a listed building. We see no difference with the impact of development of site 2 
which was refused planning permission.



C. Housing sites comments – site 4
(4 comments)
• Site 4 should not be discounted as it is in line with the Village.
• Sites 3 and 4 would remove the views of some residents and also the 

open nature of the approach into the village.
• Site 4 would be better as a village green / leisure area and perhaps 

the village hall could be relocated here with the village hall site used 
for residential.

• Site 4 could be suitable if reduced in size.



C. Housing sites comments – site 5
(16 comments)
• The road along the Crest is narrow due to residents parking their cars on the road making it difficult for delivery lorries.

• Site 5 could result in problems with the car park.

• Do not agree with site 5 as the car park is supposed to be designated parking area and garages for the row of houses on The Crest.

• Site 5 is totally unsuitable as access is terrible and taking down trees is not environmentally friendly.  

• Does not accord with linear development and will exacerbate the Crest parking / access problems.

• Site 5 is not a linear development.

• Would be tandem building and oak tree would be seriously affected.

• Putting two homes on site 5 would impinge on mature trees. The area already has very many dwellings and how would this affect access into the car 
park?

• Site 5 would disrupt the fundamental feel of the village and may damage wildlife and the linear planning.

• Site 5 would not be linear as set back from the road but could be suitable for Council / help homes.

• The linear character must be maintained so this rules out site 2 and site 5.

• Site 5 would require the removal of many mature established trees.

• We think this would result in the removal of protected trees.

• There is no room for development on site 5 and the trees are protected.

• Site 5 very unsuitable as access would be via car park and would be behind existing properties, number of mature trees would be problematic for 
buildings.

• Is site 5 not going against the linear development of the village?
IC1
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IC1 Ian Culley, 11/06/2021



C. Housing sites comments – alternative sites

• Land to the rear of Kendal should be identified.  
• The triangular site to the north of Bracken should also be identified 

for development.



C. Housing type and tenure
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C6 - What is the preferred tenure for new homes?
(47 responses)
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D. Community facilities

• Strong level of consensus on 
community facilities with a focus 
on the importance of the village 
hall and opportunities to provide 
a wider range of facilities there.

• Other priorities less popular.
Enhancement
s to the green

area at The
Crest

A new village
sports field

A new village
green

A new village
play area

A wider range
of facilities at
the village hall

Number of times ranked important 10 9 9 11 17

Number of times ranked very high
priority 1 3 5 9 17
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D1 - What are the priorities for our community assets?
(49 responses)

Number of times ranked very high priority Number of times ranked important



D. Community facilities comments
• A village green and play area will allow children to play safely and allow a bit more social activity (3 comments).

• Village hall is a great facility with lots of scope already. Lets use it.

• Improve facilities at the village hall especially for younger people (3 comments).

• Village Hall - craft fairs, cinema, educational workshops.

• Village hall is underutilised. Could be opened up to provide theatre, cinema, playgroups and markets. Bus stop for buses passing through the village from 
Bromyard / Tenbury.

• Improve the green at the side of the village hall with perhaps an outside gym (2 comments).

• A play area at the Village Hall (3 comments).

• The Village Hall social Group should have been consulted on where these facilities should be located.

• Plant more trees as a policy (2 comments).

• The area below the three new houses could have footpaths for walkers with a bench to sit and enjoy the view.

• Improve and increase seating on the small green at the jcn of The Crest and Main road (3 comments).

• A village green would only be created through extensive new-build.

• There aren't many children in the village and most homes have sufficient gardens.

• A village sports field is a nice idea. The village hall is a decent size and any facility improvements within the existing is a positive.

• Embrace and develop the benefits of living in a rural area - access to the countryside, wooded areas, footpaths, views and encouraging outdoor accessibility.

• Village Green could be located in field (site 4).

• There are no waste bins in the village- can this be included in any proposals for a village green.

• The village has no heart or places for folk to meet. A good ub and shop is really needed to give the village a centre.



E. Traffic and Transport

• Transport and road safety a long 
standing issue for the 
community.

• Most popular suggested priority 
measures are gradual speed limit 
and a clear village gateway.  
Street lighting least popular.
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E. Traffic and Transport comments
• Gateways start to look tatty after a short while. Planters and a nice village sign would be better.
• Gateways if looked after would be fine with flowers in place.
• Let us wait for the speed checks following our new narrowed road.
• These facilities are not needed in a rural area.
• Make it obvious where people can park.  There are two car parks but neither 'invites' parking so people park 

inappropriately.
• Street lighting would create an urban feel and may be harmful to certain species.
• Pavements would also give an urban appearance.
• People should be encouraged to walk and cycle if there was a pavement and / or cycle path to Bromyard.
• Speed humps.
• The speed through the village should be 20mph.
• The lane off the B4214 to Thornbury should be 40mph.
• Coloured tarmac on entrance.



F. Environment & Landscape

• Strong agreement on key elements that make 
up the character of the area and a mix of 
physical, natural and historic elements all seen 
as important.

• Natural features identified as being the most 
significant elements of its character with 
‘wildlife’, ‘trees and hedgerows’ and ‘views’ 
seen as very important by over 40 out of 48 
responses.

• Strong preference for new development to be 
based on a sound understanding of the 
character of the area, but acceptance of the 
value of contemporary designs and materials.
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F. Design

• Mixed views on the most 
appropriate approach to new 
development.  But slight overall 
preference for all new development 
to be to a high standard of design 
across the area.

• General disagreement that the area 
lacks a distinctive character and 
that a flexible approach should be 
adopted.
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F6. What is the best type of design for new homes and 
other buildings?
(46 responses)

Number of times ranked very important Number of times ranked important



G. Utilities & Services

• Both broadband and mobile phone 
coverage identified as good or adequate 
by more than 60% of responses.

• But improved broadband and mobile 
phone coverage also ranked as the most 
important priorities going forward.  Little 
support for large scale renewable energy 
generation infrastructure.

• Even split on support for new masts in the 
area to improve mobile phone coverage.
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G2 - How important are the following?
(49 responses)

Ranked very high priority Ranked Important


