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1.0 Introduction 
 
Edwyn Ralph is a rural settlement with most of the land managed as farmland with 
improved grassland and arable predominating. The Parish still has fragments of wildlife rich 
sites and important habitats, most of which could be enhanced through better management 
and benefit from greater connectivity in the wider landscape. Climate change is likely to 
have a detrimental impact on the parish biodiversity and increasing resilience to such 
change through having high regard to ecological networks is important. 
 
Edwyn Ralph Parish Council has prepared a Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan. In 
developing this plan, the quality of the Parish’s natural environment was recognised, and it 
was also felt that there were opportunities for enhancement of specific habitats and also 
their connectivity such that they might contribute towards a wider ecological network. 
 
The management and enhancement of its habitats needs to be supported through a 
combination of landowner action, funding from development, fund-raising and voluntary 
activity. The key to delivery of Edwyn Ralph’s biodiversity aspirations will depend on 
influencing the way land is managed and used. Many landowners in the Parish are already 
participating in Environmental Stewardship schemes and this may be extended over the 
plan period should the new Environmental Land Management Scheme provide the 
necessary opportunity. The development management process can and should also make a 
landscape valuable contribution to the protection, management and planning of the which 
accommodates the features that comprise habitats at a range of levels.  Future payments 
for ecosystems services such as Biodiversity Net Gain, Carbon Credits, Natural Flood 
Management and Nutrient Neutrality could play an important role in the financing of 
conservation of habitats and species within the Parish.  However, they are currently 
undeveloped and poorly understood. 
 
Conditions to protect and enhance wildlife must be included within all new development, be 
it within the Parish’s settlements or within the agricultural landscape. Even small-scale 
developments have the potential to contribute significantly to creating and enhancing 
wildlife habitats. Those promoting development should ensure that provision for nature is 
designed within their proposals at the outset and show that this has been within their 
planning applications. 
 
Edwyn Ralph Parish falls within the River Lugg sub-catchment of the River Wye and the Wye 
is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). It should be of up-most importance that proposals 
within the Neighbourhood Plan do not adversely affect the integrity of this site of national 
importance. The condition of the both the Lugg and Wye has led to considerable concern 
both locally and nationally.  High phosphate and sediment pollution predominantly from 
agricultural and waste water treatment sources has seriously impacted on development 
potential in the Lugg catchment.  Only those schemes able to demonstrate nutrient 
neutrality have been permitted to progress within the planning process.  This has driven the 
Local Authority to create a phosphate trading scheme based on a phosphate stripping 
Integrated Constructed Wetland to provide the required nutrient neutrality and unlock 
development across the catchment. 
 



 

 

Edwyn Ralph Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Development Plan is a key document that will 
provide the framework for biodiversity protection and enhancement in the Parish. In 
particular policy ER3, which seeks to both protect the parish’s unique local character, as well 
as it’s natural heritage and biodiversity. 
 
At the time of writing work has commenced on a County Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
and Nature Recovery Network.  It is a requirement in the Environment Act that Local 
Authorities develop a LNRS for their respective counties.  They have the potential to 
significantly influence the implementation of conservation activity and may well direct 
resources such as Biodiversity Net Gain and Environmental Land Management Schemes 
towards specific actions and locations.  It is difficult to predict the impact of a LNRS on the 
proposals within this report at this time but it is likely to be supportive. 
 
Part 1 of this document sets out a range of Environmental Priorities that have been 
identified in the context of the Parish landscape and its characteristic habitats and species. It 
should be used by those advancing proposals for planning permission to inform their overall 
proposals and designs. The actions go beyond what will be required through development 
to show what other measures would contribute towards an integrated approach involving 
all sections of the community. Part 2 comprises the environmental audit which has informed 
the identification of priorities and actions set out in Part 1. It will also play a major role 
in monitoring change, including that resulting from development. In addition to developers 
and landowners ensuring their proposals contain appropriate protection and enhancement 
measures, the Parish Council would welcome any assistance, financial and otherwise, that 
might be given that would enable further surveys, studies and upskilling within the 
community to enhance knowledge and understanding of the natural environment.  
 
The Environmental Audit comprises a natural assets map and supporting biodiversity audit 
that lists the high-quality habitats currently known about within the Parish (annex 1). The 
audit is key to identifying the areas that need protecting and enhancing and will form the 
basis for future opportunity mapping to improve habitat connectivity in the landscape. 
Indeed, all actions and policies listed in Part 1 should be considered in reference to this 
audit which in itself will be considered a ‘live’ document to be updated as new information 
becomes available. 
 
Many local organisations could also support the Parish Council in its aspirations including 
the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust, Herefordshire Meadows, Herefordshire Mammals Group, 
Herefordshire Tree Forum and Herefordshire Amphibian and Reptile team. The 
establishment of a local wildlife group might also be considered to work with and utilise the 
expertise of these groups to promote local action, including in relation to its areas of Local 
Green Space. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

PART 1: ENVIRONMENTAL PRIORITIES AND ACTIONS 
 
2.0 Priority to protect and enhance biodiversity in Edwyn Ralph 
parish 
 
To achieve the purposes of Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Plan policy ER3 for Protecting and 
Enhancing Local Character, the following priorities have already been set: 
 
1. Retain existing field boundaries and parcels. 
2. Provide for the protection and enhancement of local habitats and wildlife corridors. 
3. Mature and established trees of amenity value should be protected and 
incorporated into landscaping schemes wherever possible.  
4. Protect and enhance existing areas of woodland including traditional orchards and 
provide for new areas of woodland where it is practicable to do so. 
5. Demonstrate that the proposal will not have an adverse effect on the River Wye 
Special Area of Conservation (‘SAC”) and species of European importance.  
 

3.0 Specific Actions by Habitats 
 
3.1 Woodlands and Trees 
 
Ancient or veteran trees are a key feature within Edwyn Ralph Parish and of any rural 
landscape in Herefordshire. The audit will not be comprehensive and therefore the general 
principle that ancient or veteran trees are protected where they occur in the Parish should 
be adopted. Ancient and veteran trees can be defined as any that conform with national 
accepted descriptions https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/historic-
environment-resources/veteran-trees/ . The key actions for woodlands and trees are: 
 

3.1.1 Conduct Parish surveys to identify additional high value trees and add them to 
the audit of natural assets 
3.1.2 Ensure that ancient woodlands and trees listed in the biodiversity audit are 
protected from development. 
3.1.3 Where trees are not ancient in nature, and permission is granted to remove 
them as part of a development, then they should be replaced with three new trees 
of suitable local and native species.  
3.1.4 Future tree planting and woodland creation should focus on buffering, 
expanding and connecting existing ancient woodland sites. 
3.1.5 The Parish Council should pursue purchase or management control of ancient 
woodland sites e.g. Edwyn Woods (see Part 2, Woodlands) 
3.1.6 Seek management of important Ancient Woodland sites through development 
mitigation, particularly where there is public access. 

 
 
 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/historic-environment-resources/veteran-trees/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/historic-environment-resources/veteran-trees/


 

 

3.2 Hedgerows 
 
Hedgerows are valuable both for wildlife and as a landscape feature. Ancient and/or species 
rich hedgerows (as defined in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan) are particularly important. 
Edwyn Ralph parish, like most of the UK, has suffered from hedgerow loss, reducing an 
important habitat for a wide range of species and impacting negatively on landscape 
connectivity. Poor management and neglect can further impact on their value for wildlife. 
Hedgerows are protected through the planning process, but permission is frequently given 
to remove them for development purposes. Greater protection for hedgerows should be 
afforded through the Neighbourhood Development Plan and development should be 
subject to the following principles:  

 
3.2.1 There should be a presumption to protect and retain all hedgerows within 
development proposals particularly species rich and ancient hedgerows as defined in 
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
3.2.2 Where hedgerows are removed a greater meterage of hedgerow must be 
created (a minimum of an additional 50%).  
3.2.3 New hedgerows need to consist of a minimum of 5 different species native to 
the locality.  
3.2.4 New hedgerows should be suitably protected with appropriate aftercare to 
ensure establishment.  
3.2.5 New Hedgerows should be planted in the following areas (in order of priority): 

 

• Within the curtilage of the development area or, 

• where hedgerows have been historically removed within the Parish (to be identified 
from old maps and aerial imagery) with a view towards restoring historic landscape 
and field patterns 

or 
 

• on land where hedgerows will enhance habitat connectivity in the countryside, 
particularly linking ancient woodland sites or, 

• where further benefits can be realised e.g. where strategic planting may reduce 
erosion and overland flow of water and protect water courses 

 
3.3 Species Rich Grassland 
 
Species rich grasslands have witnessed a severe decline nationally, with a loss of 
approximately 97% of such sites since the late 20th century, mainly as a result of agricultural 
intensification and changes in grassland management practices such as excessive cutting.  
Given the scarcity of species rich grassland within Edwyn Ralph Parish, with just one 
potential site currently known, further losses must be prevented and opportunities for their 
restoration and creation should be pursued.  key actions have been identified:  
 

3.3.1 Consultation should occur with the landowner of the parish’s only currently 
known surviving species rich grassland: Edwyn Ralph Castle. If not already practiced, 
the site’s management should be changed with grassland restoration as the priority, 



 

 

switching to typical grassland management regimes e.g. cutting once a year in late 
summer and aftermath grazing in winter if possible. 
3.3.2: Conduct surveys of parish farmland and aerial imagery to establish whether 
any other grassland sites of value may exist within the parish. If any are found 
investigate the possibility of their designation as Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) and seek 
their protection from development in the planning process. 
3.3.3: Conduct surveys of the parish’s road side verges. If any sites of value are found 
these could be highly valuable and biodiverse wildlife corridors within the parish. To 
improve their management for biodiversity cutting regimes should be changed to 
once a year in late summer.  
3.3.4 Valuable advice and resources for grassland restoration can be provided by 
conservation organisations such as Herefordshire Meadows. Any landowners in the 
Parish with potential grassland sites for restoration should seek consultation on their 
services if they so wish. 
3.3.5 Opportunities for grassland restoration should seek to expand, buffer and/or 
link existing species rich grassland sites. 

 
3.4 Watercourses 
 
There are several watercourses within the Parish, none of which are designated. Poor 
management of watercourses and catchments has become an increasing concern in recent 
years having resulted in more frequent and severe flooding events; increasing levels of 
pesticide and nutrient pollution; loss of habitat connectivity and the spread of non-native 
invasive species. Other external influences are also driving conservation action towards 
watercourses such as European targets to reduce pollution through the Water 
Framework Directive, or more severe rainfall and drought events as a result of climate 
change. 
 
The watercourses in Edwyn Ralph Parish such as the River Frome are part of the River Lugg 
sub-catchment, which by extension makes them River tributaries of the River Wye Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC). Good watercourse management in Edwyn Ralph parish will 
benefit biodiversity locally but also contribute to downstream waterbodies including 
enhancement of the River Wye SAC. 
 
Most of the land within Edwyn Ralph parish is agricultural (predominantly arable or 
improved grassland) and this is likely to have had a detrimental impact on water quality and 
riparian habitats. The increase of poultry units in the Wye catchment is often a specific 
concern due to the high levels of phosphates in chicken manure which if not appropriately 
stored and used can lead to watercourse pollution. 
 
Ongoing development can also impact on water quality through increased phosphates from 
insufficient treatment of foul water and run off from roads and hard surfaces. Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS) are an appropriate way to deal with run off from roads, 
development sites, and other hard surfaces and can also create habitats. The nature of 
watercourses often makes them more challenging to appropriately manage. Factors such as 
multiple ownerships or short-lived pollution incidents that are hard to trace are problems 
that other habitats don’t usually present. Nevertheless, restoration and enhancement of 



 

 

watercourse habitats has been demonstrated in many sub-catchments in the Wye with 
activities such as riparian fencing to control stock access, river meadow restoration and 
buffer strips along watercourses all proving beneficial. Key actions for watercourses in 
Edwyn Ralph parish are: 
 

3.5.1 Ensure that all proposed developments incorporate appropriate water 
treatment facilities including SuDS. 
3.5.2 Survey watercourses in the Parish to assess current condition, wildlife value 
and presence of invasive species 
3.5.3 Work with partners already active in the Wye catchment to ensure that 
landowners get appropriate support and land management advice (including uptake 
of agri-environment schemes) that results in good watercourse management. 
3.5.4 Report pollution incidents to the appropriate authorities as they occur. 

 
3.5 Traditional Orchards 
 
Traditional orchards account for just 1.15 hectares of land within Edwyn Ralph Parish, 
clearly the result of a severe local decline as historic mapping of the parish shows they were 
once much more numerous. The decline is largely related to a corresponding fall in their 
economic value through fruit production. The value of orchards to biodiversity is much 
higher in traditional orchards than bush orchards. This is because of better structural 
diversity, the presence of old and decaying wood, and typically higher quality ground flora. 
 
Edwyn Ralph’s only remaining orchard is small and isolated, making it much more 
vulnerable to further loss. Development pressure has proven significant in Herefordshire 
with small orchards often being grubbed up for new housing. Neglect is also a major 
problem with trees not receiving necessary management, protection from grazing or timely 
replacement. The loss is not just to biodiversity as orchards are an important landscape and 
cultural feature within the county and many of the individual trees maybe rare or unusual 
varieties that are also at risk. Key actions for orchards are: 
 

3.6.1 Protect traditional orchards listed within the biodiversity audit from 
development 
3.6.2 Should traditional orchard trees need to be removed as part of a development 
then a minimum of three traditional orchard trees should be planted as 
compensation for the loss. The trees should be of local provenance and traditional 
Herefordshire varieties. 
3.6.3 New orchards and orchard trees should be suitably protected with appropriate 
aftercare to ensure establishment 
3.6.4 New orchards should be planted in the following areas (in order of priority): 

 

• within the curtilage of the development area provided adequate space allows, 

• where orchards have been historically removed within the Parish (to be identified 
from old maps and aerial imagery) with a view towards restoring historic landscape, 

• on land where orchards will enhance habitat connectivity in the countryside, 
particularly linking woodland and other orchard sites. 
 



 

 

PART 2: Wildlife Audit of Edwyn Ralph Parish (October 2022) 

 

1:0 Introduction and Background 
 
Edwyn Parish Council have developed the Edwyn Ralph Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP). Within this plan, the Parish Council have incorporated key policies that will prevent 
or appropriately mitigate development that could be harmful to important species and 
habitats. As part of this work the Parish Council would like to increase their knowledge of 
biodiversity hotspots, determine where good ecological connectivity occurs in the 
landscape. This will help inform the NDP’s implementation, monitoring and review 
process. 
 
To support the Parish Council, Herefordshire Wildlife Trust have completed this initial desk-
based study that explores and interprets some of the existing datasets relating to habitats 
and wildlife within the Parish. The assessment also includes a number of sites in the 
immediate vicinity to the Parish, as this will assist with future assessment of habitat 
connectivity, recognising that the value of habitats within the Parish are in part 
dependent upon the quality of surrounding sites, particularly for mobile species. 
 
Although the Neighbourhood Plan is the principle driver of this work, the Parish Council are 
also keen to develop proactive conservation activity within the Parish more generally. This 
desk-based assessment of existing data sources within the Parish the biodiversity resource 
within the Parish is the first step towards a fuller assessment of the habitats and species 
that the Parish supports. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2.0 Habitats and datasets assessed 
 
The datasets and information interrogated in this survey included:  
 

• Local Wildlife Sites 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

• Ancient Woodland Inventory 

• Common Land 

• Priority Habitat Index 

• Traditional Orchards (People’s Trust for Endangered Species) 

• Stewardship scheme land parcels 

• Google Earth 
 
This information was mapped with species information extracted and condition stated 
where known. Aerial photo analysis was undertaken to provide greater confidence in the 
Local Wildlife Sites and Common Land habitat determinations. Any species data relevant to 
the Parish has been collated from available documentation and knowledge within the 
Wildlife Trust staff body. 
 
2.1 Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) 
 
There are approximately 750 Local wildlife Sites across the County, most of which were 
designated back in the 1980s. The sites cover a wide range of high-quality habitats that in 
turn support many of our county’s rare and protected species. The limitation with Local 
Wildlife Sites is the age of the data. Many sites have not been revisited since designation 
and so their status is unknown whilst others have been damaged or destroyed. However, a 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust project is currently underway to re-survey as many of these 
sites as possible and any findings from this project relevant to the parish will be 
acknowledged in this report. Despite the fact that many of these sites are poorly recorded, 
they still give a good reference point from which to understand where biodiversity and good 
quality habitats may persist in the County. Local Wildlife Sites are recognised within the 
planning system and therefore a constraint on inappropriate development. 
 
SWS_SO65/007 Edwyn Wood: is the only LWS completely within the parish boundary. The 
site is split into three parcels, the largest of which is in the north of the parish, with two 
separate smaller parcels to the south east. Based on aerial imagery the large northern 
parcel remains intact, while the southernmost parcel appears to have been partially 
cleared. The habitat type is listed as ancient woodland meaning that there has been 
woodland on this site since before 1600. The only other LWS within the LWS boundary is 
SWS_SO65/010 River Frome, which only intersects the parish boundary in a very small 
section of the western most point of the parish. The stretch within the parish appears to 
be heavily wooded on both sides. This river is a small tributary of the River Lugg which it 
joins at Hampton Bishop, before the Lugg in turn flows into the Wye approximately 3.2km 
downstream. Like many other tributaries in the Wye catchment, the Frome is identified as 
being in poor ecological condition due to nutrient pollution.  
 



 

 

There are three LWS sites that lie within 1km of the parish boundary: SWS_SO65/004 
Rowden Coppice: an ancient semi-natural woodland which lies just to the SW of the parish 
boundary, SWS_SO65/008 Kyre Brook and Tributaries: an area of stream, valley and 
woodland which lies just to the north of the parish boundary and Bromyard Downs and 
adjoining Woodland: an area of unimproved pasture, scrub and woodland lying to the SW 
of the parish boundary.   
 

 
2.2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 
Sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) are protected by law to conserve their wildlife or 
geology. Natural England are the government agency responsible for ensuring that they are 
appropriately managed and identify land suitable for designation. Unlike Local Wildlife Sites, 
SSSIs are condition monitored with a view to obtaining or maintaining ‘favourable condition’ 
through appropriate management. These sites are also used to underpin other national and 
international nature conservation designations such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas. Most SSSIs are privately-owned or managed; others are 
owned or managed by public bodies or non-government organisations. 
 
There are no sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) within the parish boundary of Edywn 
Ralph, nor are there any in close proximity. 
 

© Crown and copyright and database right 2022 Ordnance Survey 
(100024168) 

 
 

 



 

 

2.3 Ancient Woodland Inventory 
 
All woodlands within the County, considered ancient and semi-natural in nature have been 
mapped using the Ancient Woodland Inventory. Where possible this includes woodlands 
that have been planted with a timber crop – commonly called Plantations on Ancient 
Woodland Sites (PAWS) woodland. The criteria for an ancient woodland is a woodland with 
a recorded history predating the year 1600. Ancient woodlands are generally considered the 
most biodiverse and natural woodland type in Britain. 

 
There are six distinct parcels of ancient woodland designated within Edwyn Ralph. The 
largest is Edwyn Wood in the north of the parish and five small unnamed parcels just to 
the south-east. All of these parcels are designated within Edwyn Wood LWS, suggesting 
they may have once all been joined in one larger woodland. Parcels within close proximity 
to the parish include Rowden Coppice, a parcel of woodland to the south of Kyre Brook, 
Hope Ashbed, a parcel of woodland to the east of Edwin Loach Old Church and Buckenhill 
Wood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Natural England 2022 
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2.4 Commons and Access Land 
 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust hold file copies of survey information undertaken by the Local 
Authority on the County’s Common Land in 2005. These are probably the most recent 
surveys of Commons undertaken within the County. The surveys contain brief information 
relating to site habitats and species and informs on their management. Relevant 
information has been extracted and digitised where possible (i.e. where 
there are no confidentiality issues) and compiled into the audit. 
 
There is no common land present within the Edwyn Ralph Parish boundary. The nearest 
listed common land is 1.5km away at Bromyard Downs.  
 
2.5 Priority Habitats Index 
 
The Priority Habitats Index is a spatial dataset giving the location of Natural Environment 

and Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance. The locations 

of these sites are listed publicly on Defra’s Magic Map data mapping system. These habitats 

are listed as noteworthy for their rarity, need of conservation and general biodiversity 

significance.   

Within the parish there are 10 deciduous woodland parcels listed, 1 traditional orchard in 

the south of the Parish and 1 parcel listed as lowland meadow and pasture in the grounds 

of Edwyn Ralph Castle (from aerials this looks like semi-improved grassland with wet 

areas, a channelled stream, a pond fed by this stream and trees lining the water-course). 

 
2.6 Traditional Orchards (People’s Trust for Endangered Species) 
 
Over the past 10 years the PTES has identified over 35,000 individual orchards in England. 
The information is available for scrutiny on their website and data available for download 
via the Natural England Website. Much of the data was gathered remotely from aerial 
photos with ‘ground truthing’ required to confirm presence. The data distinguishes those 
sites that are definitely orchards, those that are probably orchards and those where 
evidence suggest that an orchard exists but is insufficient to provide good levels of 
confidence. 
 
There is only one parcel of traditional orchard listed within the parish. The site is located 
in the south of the parish, directly adjacent to Pike House on the B4214. The site is 
described as ‘definitely traditional orchard’. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2.7 Land within agri-environment schemes 

Information relating to land within agri-environment schemes can be found on the uk.gov 

MAGIC website. The MAGIC website provides geographic information about the natural 

environment from across government. For the purposes of this report we have identified 

those land parcels within Edwyn Ralph and neighbouring land that are within agri-

environment schemes.  

2.8 Google Earth 

In this report, Google Earth aerial imagery was used to verify whether the LWS and Priority 

Habitat parcels contained the habitats they described and to investigate their general 

condition and character. It will also be used to investigate any potential habitats that may 

not be present in other datasets. The aerial imagery for this parish is recent dating from 

32/4/21 meaning that it should be of a high accuracy. 
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© Crown and copyright and database right 2022 Ordnance Survey 
(1000 

 
 

 



 

 

 

3.0 Edwyn Ralph Habitats and associated species 
 
3.1 Woodland 
 
The total woodland cover in the datasets (Ancient Woodland and Priority Habitat Index) 
within the parish amounts to 51.2ha. However, the total will be probably be slightly higher 
due to the absence of smaller unmapped woodlands within the dataset. The total area of 
the woodland amounts to about 10% of the area of the parish, roughly equal to the England 
average but slightly lower that the UK national average (2015 estimate: 13%). Ancient 
woodland amounts to 44.7ha or 9% of the parish, substantially above the national average 
of 2.5%. 
 
There is only one ancient woodland site within the parish: Edwyn Wood, all of which is listed 
as a semi-natural ancient woodland with no plantation. Its designation as ancient woodland 
means that a woodland has existed on this site since before the year 1600. Aerial imagery 
confirms that it is still comprised of deciduous species. The last LWS survey of the site dated 
from 28/9/1990 describes the woodland as ‘an ancient woodland with oak (Quercus sp.) and 
ash (Fraxinus excelsior) predominate. Other species present include yew (Taxus bacatta), 
silver birch (Betula pendula) and broom (Cytisus scoparius).’  
 
Edwyn Wood is the Parish’s only LWS and is divided into three seperate parcels: one large 
parcel in the north and two separate smaller parcels to the south. Based on aerial imagery it 
appears that much of the southern most parcel of the LWS has been cleared with 
approximately 50% now appearing to be grazing pasture. Alternatively, these areas may 
have once been semi-natural grasslands but little information exists on the history of this 
LWS. A small section in the SE corner of the large northern most parcel also appears to have 
been cleared for housing. This LWS was designated back in the 1980s so any change of land 
usage is likely to have occurred since then.  
 
Little information exists for the parish’s other woodland sites such as Tilbury Plantation, 
except that they are all listed as deciduous woodland in the Priority Habitats Index. This 
means they are likely comprised of native tree species such as oak (Quercus sp.) and ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior).  
 
3.2 Ponds  
 
Very little information exists on ponds within the parish except for visual evidence from 
aerial imagery and locations from OS maps, as none are listed within any other dataset. 
Ponds are of high importance to biodiversity, catering to a range of specialist species such as 
amphibians, waterfowl and aquatic vegetation.  
 
The two largest water bodies in the parish lie within the grounds of Black Venn Granary: the 
eastern pond is 0.89ha in area and contains a large island, while the area of the western 
pond that lies in the western pond is 0.58ha in area. Both are surrounded by trees and 
marginal vegetation. The only other substantial water bodies in the parish are at SO648576 



 

 

(0.25ha in area) which appears to be an irrigation lake with no tree cover and SO647578 
Brickhouse Farm (0.34ha in area) which appears to be an old farm pond with substantial 
tree cover as well as a small island. There appear to be several other smaller ponds 
scattered across the parish including those at The Manor and The Hollings. 
 
3.3 Water Courses 
 
The most substantial water-course in the parish is the River Frome, which intersects a very 
small section of the parish boundary at its westernmost edge. This river is a small tributary 
of the River Lugg which it joins at Hampton Bishop before the Lugg in turn flows into the 
Wye approximately 3.2km downstream. In its last LWS survey in 1990 it is describes as ‘A 
steep-sided stream with a thick wooded margin of alder (Alnus glutinosa), with hazel 
(Corylus avellana), cherry (Prunus avium) and pollarded willow (Salix sp.). Freshwater 
mussels are present and kingfishers (Alcedo atthis) are seen regularly.’ From aerial imagery, 
the small stretch of the Frome within the parish appears to be heavily wooded on both 
sides, much like the above description. Like many other tributaries in the Wye/Lugg 
catchment, the Frome is identified as being in poor ecological condition due to nutrient 
pollution.  
 
There appears to be a small tributary of the River Frome following a short section of the SW 
border of the parish, as well several scattered drainage ditches/springs throughout the area 
which also eventually flow into it. There is little or no data about the character or status of 
these smaller watercourses.  
 
3.4 Traditional Orchard 
 
A traditional orchard is defined as a minimum of 5 standard fruit trees in parcel of land, 
typically managed grassland often grazed by sheep or cattle. Herefordshire is well known as 
an orchard county and yet many have been lost and others are neglected. Worryingly, the 
PTES state that “90% of traditional orchards have been lost since the 1950s, with the 
majority of the loss attributed to neglect and development. Furthermore, 45% of the 
remaining orchards surveyed in England and 35% of orchards in Wales were found to be in 
declining condition as a habitat”. 
 
Only one parcel of traditional orchard is listed within the parish, located directly adjacent to 
Pike House at SO639572. The site has been ground truthed and is described as being in 
unfavourable condition and declining. Aerial imagery shows that the site is exceptionally 
overgrown and appears to be becoming scrubbed over, meaning that it is probably 
unmanaged and un-grazed. Traditional orchards tend to be good for biodiversity, but 
further assessment from a habitat/species perspective is necessary to determine its 
biodiversity value. 
 
3.5 Species-rich Grassland 
 
There appears to be very little species-rich grassland within the parish, as well as there 
being very little information on any that may exist. This is largely in line with national trends, 
with a staggering 97% of species rich grasslands lost from British landscape since the mid-



 

 

20th century. From aerial imagery most of the grassland within the parish appears to be 
either improved or semi-improved for agricultural use, most of which is grazing pasture. 
 
The only site designated as grassland in any of the data sets assessed is the field 
surrounding Edwyn Ralph Castle listed as less than 50% ‘meadow and pasture’ in the Priority 
Habitats Index. Due to the lack any detailed description our only means of investigation is 
via aerial imagery, where the parcel appears to resemble semi-improved grassland with wet 
ditches feeding the castle moat. It is possible that these ditches may contain wet marginal 
vegetation of interest but further surveying would be necessary to ascertain the true quality 
of this grassland site. 
 
The original LWS designation for Edwyn Woods in 1990 describes the site as containing 
‘some grassland’, but there is no further description or details of its location. It is possible 
that some of the clearings within the LWS parcel may be or may have been grassland, but 
most significant clearings appear to be grazing pasture rather than species rich grassland in 
aerial imagery. 
 
 

Figure 4 (above): Map displaying Edwyn Ralph’s only listed traditional orchard and species 
rich grassland. 
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4.0 Summary of Main Habitat Types Recorded in Datasets 

 
 

Habitat Type Known Sites Total area (ha) or 
length (m) recorded 
in datasets 

Designations Priority BAP 
Habitat? 

Relevant Links 

Ancient Woodland Edwyn Woods 44.7ha 1x LWS, 1x Ancient 
Woodland  

Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/ Mixed Deciduous 
Woodland 

Deciduous Woodland 
(inc. ancient 
woodland) 

Edwyn Woods, Tilbury 
Plantation, (other sites 
un-named) 

51.2ha 1x LWS, 1x Ancient 
Woodland 

Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/  Mixed Deciduous 
Woodland 

Ponds Black Venn Granary 
Ponds, Pond at 
Brickhouse Farm, 
Pond at SO648576 

2.06ha  None Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/ Ponds 

Water-courses River Frome (smaller 
water courses present 
but unknown) 

111.5m 1x LWS Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/ rivers and streams  

Traditional Orchard Pike House 1.15ha Traditional Orchard Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/ Traditional 
Orchards 

Species-rich grassland Edwyn Ralph Castle 2.77ha None Yes https://herefordshirewildlifelin
k.wordpress.com/biodiversity-
action-plan/ Dry Lowland 
Meadow and Pasture 
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5.0 Findings and Next Steps 
 
It appears from the initial scoping that: 
 
Generally speaking Edwyn Ralph has a low coverage of habitats and there is very little data 
concerning those existing. The main area of merit for the parish is it’s woodland, with an 
above average level of woodland and ancient woodland covered compared to the national 
average for England. Despite this it appears that a substantial amount of Edwyn Woods has 
been cleared for agriculture or housing since its original designation as an LWS in the 1980s 
(approximately 20%). Little is known of the status and management of any of the parish’s 
woodlands which hinders our ability to assess their biodiversity value and threat level. 
 
Species rich grassland is very scarce in the parish with only one site, Edwyn Ralph Castle, 
being listed in any dataset. Very little is known about this site and further surveying would 
be key to understanding its status. Considering the rarity and vulnerability of this habitat 
type this should be an upmost priority. The main potential threat to this site is changing 
management practices such as over-grazing, adding of nutrients in the form of fertilisers and 
an early or inconsistent cutting regime. 
 
The Parish only possesses one traditional orchard and this is described as being in 
unfavourable condition and in decline. Given the high biodiversity value and increasing 
rarity of traditional orchards, bringing this site back into favourable management isof great 
importance for the Parish. 
 
There is no data relating to ponds and water courses  and so further survey and monitoring 
is necessary to determine the potential resource for biodiversity and condition. 
 
5.1 Recommendations for future work 
 
5.1.1 Survey of Farmland Habitats 

Agriculture is the dominant land-use in Edwyn Ralph, with the majority of agricultural land 
appearing to be either improved grassland or arable in aerial imagery. There is little or no 
data on any agricultural habitats such as hedgerows, trees, water courses and possible 
surviving species rich grasslands. A significant proportion of farmland in the parish appears 
to be part of agri-environment schemes and there is likely to be significant wildlife friendly 
farming occurring. As well as this agricultural land management can have a significant effect 
on water quality in neighbouring water-courses, particularly in terms of nutrient and 
sediment loading. The watercourses within Edwyn Ralph drain into the Wye, which is a 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), and so actions undertaken within the Parish will support 
the Wye Nutrient Management Plan. Proposed future actions include: 
 

a) Further scrutiny of aerial imagery to assess hedgerow condition, identification of 
significant in-field and hedgerow trees, farm ponds etc. Identify priority areas for 
field surveys. 

b) Field surveys at targeted sites including farmland bird surveys, surveys of water 
courses, surveys of hedgerows etc. 



 

 

c) Local residents have identified some fields to the SE of the settlement (pictured 
below in Figure 5) with mature hedgerows and springs providing significant habitat 
corridors. This area should be a priority area in any future farmland surveys. 

 
5.1.2 Surveys of Waterbodies 

Linked to above, a survey of waterbodies within the catchment would inform on the quality 
of these habitats and associated species. Watercourses are important habitats and act as 
corridors through the landscape providing connectivity between sites. This survey should 
include the measuring of water quality to help understand to what extent nutrient run off is 
an issue within the parish and to help inform the parish’s broader strategy to limiting this 
issue. 
 
Several ponds within the parish have recently been restored or enhanced such as those at 
Black Venn and Brickhouse Farm. There is interest within the parish to continue this work on 
other smaller ponds, namely those at The Hollings and The Manor. Surveying should be 
conducted to assess their biodiversity value as well as their potential for enhancement. 
 
5.1.3 Surveys of Grassland 

Edwyn Ralph only possesses one listed species rich grassland: Edwyn Ralph Castle, a habitat 
of very high priority due to it’s dramatic decline in the UK in recent decades. The current 
condition of this grassland is completely unknown and aerial imagery suggests it may have 
been degraded. A survey of the site would be key to understanding its status and 
considering future priorities for the site’s management. 
 



 

 

Members of the parish have also identified an area of wet grassland/marsh at SO644581 to 
the SE of Woodhouse Farm fed by the same spring as a semi-extinct pond. Wet 
grassland/marsh has declined dramatically in recent decades due to agricultural drainage 
and can contain a specialist assemblage of species of great interest. This grassland should be 
surveyed to assess its biodiversity value as well as to determine it’s potential for habitat 
restoration. 
 
5.1.4 Re-surveys of Local Wildlife Sites  

Edwyn Ralph’s only local wildlife site Edwyn Woods is perhaps the parish’s most valuable 
and certainly its largest surviving semi-natural habitat, however the site has not been 
survived since 1990 so its current condition is unknown. Conducting a re-survey would 
remedy this lack of knowledge as well as provide a basis for its future management. Other 
priorities in this survey would be to determine how much of the woodland has been lost to 
agriculture and housing since its original designation in the 1980s, as well as to ascertain 
whether any grassland (a very rare habitat in the parish) exists within the LWS boundary in 
line with the site’s original designation.  
 

5.1.5 Further analysis of habitat connectivity 

Further analysis of habitat connectivity. Once further detailed survey has been undertaken it 
would be possible to do further analysis of habitat connectivity in the Parish. This would 
show those areas where there is already reasonable connectivity within the Parish but 
crucially those areas where connectivity could be enhanced or restored, targeting the 
right correct habitat creation/restoration techniques in the appropriate places to link 
habitats together. This exercise has been undertaken at different locations and at different 
scales and could be applied at a Parish level. 
 
5.1.6 Upskilling within the community 
 
A major limiting factor with delivering nature conservation activity is resource need. It is 
likely that within the Parish community there will be people with skills in surveys and 
species identification that could help assist with ongoing surveys. Additionally, training and 
events could be provided to enable people with more limited expertise to recognise and 
record key features of interest and enthuse the community to get more involved and 
interested in the wildlife on their doorstep. Information that is gathered could be 
provided to County Recorders and the Biological Records Centre to ensure that it feeds into 
the planning processes. 


